



Canada not to move embassy 

OTTAWA (AP) — Canada has no intention of moving its emb- 
assy m Israel to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv despite a request by 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Prime Minister Brian 
Molroney said Friday. The prime minister said Mr. Shamir must 
have ^ misunderstood 11 him daring a 30-miaute meeting Friday 
morning. Mr. Shamir told reporters after the session that he 
talked about moving the Canadian embassy and Mr. MuIroney 
was “ aware of our position and he will consider it” Mr. Mulroncy 

.initially refused to answer reporter? questions but .finally com- 
mented on the meeting an hour later. "Our position is that the 
matter of the embassy is part ol the comprehensive peace ini- 
tiative for the entire (Middle East) region," Mr. Mulroney said. 
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British businessman kidnapped 

BEIRUT (AP) — Brian Levick:, a British businessman who has 
worked in Beirut for the past 18 months, was kidnapped in west 
Beirut on Friday. He was the second British national to be abd- 
ucted in the western sector of the capital in as many days. On 
Thursday, Geoffrey Nash, 60, a metallurgist who works for the 
Lebanese government, was forced by three gunmen into a yellow 
car and driven off. David Miers, the British ambassador in Leb- 
anon, confirmed reports of Levick’s kidnapping and said the 
victim was the managing director of the Coral Oil Company in 
Lebanon. He said Mr. Levick was bom in 1 926. " He was dragged 
-from his car by five armed gunmen, according to witnesses, Mr. 
Miers told the Associated Press. He said that the abduction occ- 
urred in the Raouche section of west Beirut. He said that as of 
midevening, there had been no demand for a ransom 
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s King contacts 
Iraqi leader 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Friday contacted 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
to inquire about the latest dev- 
elopments of the military situation 
on the Gulf war front King Hus- 
sein paid tribute to the "cou- 
rageous stand of Iraq in the face of 
the Iranian, aggression and str- 
essed his confidence that Iraq will 
be triumphant in its war with Iran 
because the Iraqis are fighting a 
just war in defence of its land sov- 
ereignty and the dignity of Arab 
Nation,” the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

.Sudan links coup 
plot to Iran 

CAIRO (R) — Sudan has linked 
Iran with an alleged plot by the 
fundamentalist Muslim Bro- 
therhood to seize power in Kha- 
rtoum. the Egyptian newspaper 
A1 Abram reported Friday. Sud- 
anese President Jaafar Numeiri 
cracked down on the Muslim Bro- 
thers (his week and said a foreign 
power had cried to export its Tea- 
chings through the brotherhood. 
He did not name the country, but 
A! Ahram quoted Sudanese Inf- 
ormation Minister Ali Shammu as 
saying in an interview: “The cou- 
ntry which President Numeiri ref- 
erred to is Iran.” 

^Morocco seeks U.N. 
role in Sahara 

LA'YOUN. Western Sahara (R) 
— The Moroccan parliament has 
unanimously appealed to the U-N. 
to supervise a self-determination 
referendum in the Western Sah- 
ara. At an extraordinary session 
during King Hawaii's first visit, to 
the disputed are*, tfie assembly 
said the Organisation of African 
Unity was incapable of solving the 
nine-year-old conflict between 
Polisario guerrillas and Morocco. 

- IRA claims ‘previous’ 
— * attacks on Thatcher 

DUBLIN (AP) — An Irish Rep- 
ublican Army (IRA) leader hinted 
Friday the guerrillas tried to kill 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher before an Oct. 12 att- 
_ . crapt to blow her up at Brighton’s 
X Grand Hotel. The unnamed gue- 
-** rrilla, identified only as a member 
^ of the outlawed IRA's ruling army 
JP council, was quoted as saying in an 
interview with the Irish Press daily 
that the Brighton bombing was 

- the fim time an attempt on her 

life hit the newspapers.” He dec- 
lined to give any details of the rep- 
ortedly abortive attempts.' Five 
gf people were killed in the bombing 
9 of the hotel, where Mrs. Thatcher 
^ and her cabinet were staying dur- 
ing the Conservative Party's ann- 

- " ual conference. 
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Nicaragua urges 
Indian help to 
end war 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Nicaragua 
has urged India, leader of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, to help 
end the ** proxy war” against it by 
the United States, a Nicaraguan 
minister said Friday. "India is the 
biggest democracy m the world 
and is in a firm position to per- 
suade the concerned countries to 
halt this maddening war.” 
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Iraq says tank columns 
moving into Huwaizeh 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq said' Friday 
its tank col umns were advancing into the 
southern Huwaizeh marshlands, evicting 
Iranian invaders and recapturing most that 
region. 


But the Iranians insisted in war 
communiques issued in Tehran 
that their forces were continuing 
battles with the Iraqis, near the 
Basra-Baghdad highway. 

Travellers reaching here from 
the southern Iraqi province said 
that scores of jet fighters and hel- 
icopter gun ships were sighted in 
action over Huwaizeh, while fresh 
reinforcements of tanks were 
moving into it. 

Iraqi military spokesmen in war 
communiques issued here ind- 
icated that the Iranian attempt to 
establish a brigade in Huwaizeh 
and drive a wedge into the 
Basra-Baghdad highway havelar- 
gely been thwarted. 

Both waning sides were issuing 
contradictory claims, with the Ira- 
nians claiming to have taken 500 
Iraqi prisoners and killed a total of 
1,200 Iraqi combatants in four 
days of battles in and around 
Huwaizeh. 

The Iraqis dismissed this as exa- 
ggerated, displaying on television 
scenes from the battlefield, which 
was littered with corpses of Ira- 
nian soldiers apd charred milhaxy 
vehicles. 

A war communique issued here 
said the Iraqi tanks were operating 
for the first time in an impassable 
region, where in three days of 
combat action '‘the (Iranian) 
enemy was .driven back,§f,enor_. 
nrious losses in lives and hair-. 


dwaxe” 

The Iraqi News Agency quoted, 
an unidentified military spo- 
kesman as “heralding that our for- 
ces have fully regained the village 
’ of Baida and completed the mop 
up operation in the northern edge 
of the Huwaizeh marshland.” 

He said that Iranian supply and 
reinforcement lines have been cut 
off, with Iraqi tanks and warplanes 
“assaulting remnants of the 
enemy force” within Huwaizeh. 

"The military situation has now 
stabilised in favour of the Iraqi 
forces,” the Iraqi spokesman said. 
“The Iranian units in the region 
(Huwaizeh) have been totally ann- 
ihilated, except for the numbers 
that fell captive” 

Later in the day, another war 
communique said that Iraq was 
intensifying air raids against “sel- 
ected targets” in Iranian cities. It: 
said without elaborating that Iraqi 
jet fighters struck the nor- 
thwestern Iranian city of Arak and 
the city of Hamadan, 400 kil- 
ometres south of Tehran. 

The Tehran leadership has thr- 
eatened to unleash bairages of 
surface-to-surface missile attacks 
on.all Iraqi cities, except the four 
regions holding Islamic shrines. 

Iranian President Ali Khamenei 
reiterated the threat during a Fri- 
day prayer meeting. 

As Mr, _Kbanuy#si spoke,, an 
unidentified man in the middle of 


the praying crowds, with a bomb 
strapped to his waist blew himself 
up, killin g six people and injuring 
10 others (See page 2). 
i Mr. Khamenei warned that a 
major offensive was being pla- 
nned. “This major attack, which 
will be a determining one, requires 
certain conditions and it will be 
launched when the conditions are 
right and it will not be launched 
now,” he was quoted as saying. 

The ground battle which started 
with an Iranian onslaught Monday 
came In the midst of air and rocket 
attacks by the two waning parties 
on each other’s cities and towns, in 
violation of a moratorium on civ- 
ilian shelling arranged through the' 
United Nations last June. 

The attacks on civilian targets 
marked a new escalation in the 
Gulf war whichis about to enter its 
55th month. 

Earlier Friday, an Iraqi Inf- 
ormation Ministry official said an 
explosion at the government Raf- 
idain Bank early Thursday was 
caused by saboteurs and not an 

Iranian missile . 

' “We utterly deny the blast was 
caused by a surface-to-surface 
missile... the blast was due to an 
explosive charge.” the official 
said. “Iran’s claim was meant to 
raise the morale of (he people ins- 
ide Iran.” 

Police cordoned off a large area 
around the 13-storey building in 
central Baghdad, but reporters 
who visited the scene said the 
dataage looked as if it had been 
caused by a internal explosion. 

A retired police officer in the 
area estimated the size of the blast 
at_ around 100 kilogrammes of 

TNT. ' " 7 " ■ : ' 


Lebanon army soldiers caught in 
crossfire as Falangist rift widens 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rebel 
Falangist militiamen with close 
ties with Israel seized the last pos- 
ition loyal to President Amin 
Gemayel in east Beirut Friday, 
and Lebanese army troops came 
under fire as they deployed to try 
to end the uprising. 

And after Syria warned again it 
would not tolerate the four- 
day-old mutiny, breakaway Fal- 
angist militia commanders ext- 
ended an olive branch to both the 
Damascus government and its 
Lebanese allies. 

The eight breakaway com- 
manders grouped in a so-called 
"emergency committee” issued a 
communique Friday afternoon 
pledging new measures to '‘res- 
tore normalcy” in the embattled 
areas of the mostly Christian hea- 
rtland and to reopen ail roads. 

The commanders also called for 
"negotiations and contacts with all 
the Lebanese factions and with 
Syria” and the formation of a 
"Christian council” to represent 
the Christian point of view in fut- 
ure negotiations to settle Leb- 
anon's 10-year civil war. 

The mutineers, led by rightist 

Lebanese Forces’’ northern 
commander Samir Geagea, ove- 
rnight Tuesday staged a relatively 
bloodless takeover of most of the 
Christian communities to the 
north of Beirut. In recent days it 
has been consolidating its control 
m east Beirut, the mostly Chr- 
istian sector of the capital. 

Mr. Geagea and his supporters 
said they objected to the Syrian 
slant of the Lebanese government. 
Syria has been trying to mediate a 
settlement in Lebanon since the 
collapse of U.S. diplomacy in the 
spring of 1984. 

“Mfliiia sources told the Ass- 
ociated Press that two people were 
killed including one militiaman, 
and six others wounded Friday in 
fighting between Gemayel and 
Geagea loyalists. 

The mutiny in the mainly Chr- 
istian militia force not only thr- 
eatens to undercut Mr. Gemayers 
influence in the Christian com- 
munity, but also has weakened his 
influence as the representative of* 
the Christians in negotiations with 
Muslim leaders for a national rec- 
onciliation in Lebanon. 

Syria, however, insisted again 
Friday that it will continue sup- 
porting the Lebanese president 
and warned h "wHI not take an 
iHvaring attitude toward these 
developments." 



Samir Geagea, pro- Israeli commander of the Falangist “Lebanese 
Forces*’ miK tia, gets out of his car Friday on fas way to a meeting with 
the leaders of Lebanon’s Christian community (AP wirephoto) 

Lebanese army sources told the connected with the Israeli 
AP two Lebanese soldiers also 
were injured when militiamen 
opened up with machine guns and 
rocket-propelled grenades at an 
army unit that was deploying at a 
key road intersection on Beirut’s 
eastern outskirts. 

Despite the firing, the army’s 
83rd Battalion supported by 14 
armoured personnel carriers and 
several jeep-mounted 106- 
millimetre recoilless guns, dep- 
loyed on major streets and hig- 
hway intersections in preparation 
for reopening roads barricaded 
earlier by the militiamen. 

Radio stations said they exp- 
ected the roads to be reopened, 
within 24 hours. 

“Syria wishes to emphasise its 
support foT tiie Lebanese leg- 
itimacy,” said a Syrian gov-; 
eminent statement. I described 
the uprising as" a suspicious move 


enemy. 

Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam had earlier been 
quoted as saying: “Syria cannot 
stand uncaring in the face of any 1 
move in Lebanon that is directed 
by Israel or serves the Israeli obj- 
ectives in Lebanon ” 

On Friday Mr. Khaddam met in 
Damascus with Lebanon's Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami and cab- 
inet members on the militia reb- 
ellion. 

Mr. Karami told reporters after 
the meeting that "Lebanon has 
suffered enough from the fan- 
aticism of such people." , 

Shfite Muslim leader Nabih' 
Bern, a member of Mr. KaramFs 
cabinet who also was in Dam- 
ascus, said the mutiny, “is very 
dangerous and might have rep- 
ercussions that are not in the int- 
erest of anyone in Lebanon.” 



JORDAN BEATS QATAR: Q*t*r>s 

Mubarak Anbar (in white) clears the ball from his 
country’s goal before it gets to Ghaasan Jnma’a 


during a World Cup qualifier played Friday at the 
Sports City. Jordan won the match (1-0) through a 
goal scored by Issam A1 Taly (See story on page 6). 


Mubarak holds talks with British 
Labour leaders, meets Kohl today 


LONDON (AP) — Egyptian Pre- 
sident Hosni Mubarak met with 
British Defence Secretary Mic- 
hael Heseltine and leaders of the 
parliamentary opposition Friday, 
the Egyptian embassy said. 

No details were immediately 
available. 

Before conferring with Mr. 
Heseltine, Mr. Mubarak met with 
opposition. Labour .party leader . 
Neil K innock and Labour’s sha- 
dow Defence Secretary Denis 
Healey, embassy spokesman 
Anwar Gala! said. 

Mr. Mubarak arrived here Thu- 
rsday en route home from the Uni- 
ted States and met with Prime 
.Minister Margaret Thatcher. He 
leaves for Egypt Saturday. 

In Bonn, the West German 
government announced Friday 
that Mr. Mubarak and Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl will meet Saturday 
at Frankfurt airport. 

Mr. Mubarak was slated to stop 
over in Frankfurt en route home 
from the United States where he 
held talks with President Ronald 
Reagan, according to a gov- 
ernment statement. 

No details of the talks were 
given, but the two leaders are exp- 
ected to discuss bilateral relations' 
and Middle East affairs. 

Meanwhile in Tel Aviv, Egypt’s 
top diplomat in Israel was quoted 
as saying Cairo will continue to 
press the United States to meet 
with a joint Jordanian- Palestinian 
delegation. 

A Reagan administration ref- 
usal to participate in such a mee- 
ting likely will put an end to the 


latest Middle East peace initiative 
offered by President Mubarak, 
said Egyptian Charge <f Affaires 
Mohammad Abdul Aziz Bas- 
siouny. 

Mr. Bassiouny told the Ass- 
ociated Press that Egypt wants a 
joint Arab delegation to meet with 
the United States before neg- 
otiating directly with Israel to gain 
legitimacy and “ international ble- 
ssing.” 

“We don’t want the United Sta-_ 
tes to negotiate with a' 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation. 
We only want them to listen, to 
make sure for themselves that the 
delegation is keen to achieve 
peace.” Mr. Bassiouny said. 
“Then negotiations can start dir- 
ectly with Israel.” 

If the U.S. refuses to meet such 
an Arab delegation, Mr. Bas- 
siouny said, “we would be very 
reluctant to move into the next 
step and open negotiations with 
IsraeL” 

Mr. Mubarak, in Washington 
this week, failed to secure a U.S. 
endorsement for his three-stage 
plan calling for talks between the 
U.S. and the joint itoab del- 
egation, followed by talks with 
Israel directly and finally an int- 
ernational conference. 

But Mr. Bassiouny. Egypt’s 
highest ranking diplomat in Israel 
since the ambassador was recalled ' 
in 1982 in protest of Israel's inv- 
asion of Lebanon and the. mas- 
sacre of Palestinians by Israeli- 
backed Lebanese militiamen, said 
Egypt had not expected imm- 


ediate U.S. approval of Mr. Mub- 
arak’s initiative. 

“We are a practical people. We 
don’t expect a quick reply to our 
proposal,” he said. “But we hope- 
that the United States will realise 
that this is a very good chance to 
move to solve the problem, and 
that a peace with (Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation — PLO — 
Chairman. .Yasser) Arafat will be 
stronger ' than a peace without 
Arafat.” 

The Egyptian diplomat said a 
joint delegation would include 
PLO members because “all Pal- 
estinians are members of the 
PLO,” but he added: “There are 
many Palestinians now who are 
very moderate.” 

The United States has refused 
to negotiate with the PLO until it 
recognises IsraeL 

Mr. Bassiouny also said Mr. 
Mubarak probably would agree to 
a summit meeting with Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres if Mr. Peres 
agreed to submit a border dispute 
to arbitration. 

The dispute centres around 
Taba, a 1 ,000-square-metre 
.stretch of Red Sea beach front that 
both countries claim as their own. 
Israel has rejected Egypt’s pro- 
posal that the issue be submitted 
to arbitration. 

“A summit meeting is not our 
aim. Our aim is to solve the pro- 
blems,” Mr. Bassiouny said. “Pre- 
sident Mubarak will agree to meet 
Peres any time Peres shows he is 
ready to achieve real progress. So 
the ball is in Israefs court.” 


2 Lebanese troops, 3 Amal men 
killed in Israeli ambush in south 


SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Israeli 
troops Friday ambushed and kil- 
led two Lebanese army soldiers 
and three Shfite Muslim Amal 
militiamen just outside Israel's 
occupation zone in South Leb- 
anon, security sources said. 

An Israeli force fired on a car' 
carrying the soldiers and mil- 
itiamen near the Lebanese army- 
held village of Kawthariyet A1 
Siyad, 17 kilometres south of 
Sidoa, the sources said. 

The Israelis had infiltrated from 
a position east of Kawthariyet A1 


Siyad, the scene of several clashes 
between Lebanese and Israeli tro- 
ops, they added. 

The dead included AmaTs local 
commander. Since the first battle 
between Israeli and Lebanese tro- 
ops on Feb. 27, Amal fighters 
have operated openly alongside 
the army beyond Israel's present 
“front line” in the south. 

Security sources said Israel had 
moved two mechanised brigades 
into the south in the past two days. 
There was no immediate exp- 
lanation for the move. 


Israeli troops Friday raided the 
village of Barish, 14 kilometres 
east of Tyre, a spokesman for the 
U.N. peacekeeping force said. 

The spokesman, Timur Goksel, 
said about 100 soldiers in 12 arm- 
.qured troop carriers sealed off the 
village at dawn, interrogated inh- 
abitants and searched houses, 
observed by Finnish and French 
U.N. troops. 

Israeli troops Thursday aba- 
ndoned a strongpoint near Deir 
Oanoun village, north-east of 
Tyre, security sources said. 


Gorbachev seeks better Chinese ties 


MOSCOW (R) — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. the new Soviet leader, has 
called for a significant imp- 
rovement in Soviet-Chinese rel- 
ations but has delivered a stem 
rebuke to Pakistan’s General Zia 
Ul-Haq over Afghanistan. 

Mr. Gorbachev Thursday 
wound up two days of hectic mee- 
tings with world leaders who att- 
ended the funeral on Wednesday 
•of President Konstantin Che- 
rnenko. 

Mr. Gorbachev told Deputy 
Prime Minister Li Peng of China, 
with which the Soviet Union has 
been in conflict over ideological 
and foreign policy questions for 
more than 20 years, that he wan- 
ted a “serious improvement” in 


relations. . 

Chinese officials in Moscow 
said Mr. Li told Mr. Gorbachev 
that China also wanted to work for 
better political, economic, sci- 
entific and cultural ties. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s message to 
Pakistan was altogether different. 

The official Soviet news agency 
TASS said he condemned Gen. 
Zia’s support for rebels who have 
been fighting Soviet and Afghan 
'government forces in Afghanistan 
'since December 1979. 

“ It was stressed that this cannot 
but affect in the most negative way 
Soviet-Pakistani relations," TASS 
said, using the strongest language 
of all the reports it issued on Mr. 


Gorbachev's contacts with foreign 
leaders. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s stem warning 
to Gen. Zia contrasted markedly 
with the warm reception which he 
gave two days ago to Indian Prime 
.Minister Rajiv Gandhi, whose 
assassinated mother Indira built 
up good relations with Moscow. 

Western leaders who met Mr. 
Gorbachev said they were imp- 
ressed with his air of authority and 
grasp of detaiL Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl of West Germany called 
him “collected, energetic and res- 
olute." French President Francois 
Mitterrand said he was “a calm 
man who seems willing to take on 
problems firmly." 


Mahmoud 
A1 Kayed 
reelected 
president 
of Jordan 
Press 

Association 

Qy Olga MUdiael 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Mahmoud A! 
Kayed, a prominent journalist and 
editor in chief of the Arabic new- 
spaper A1 Ra’i was reelected pre- 
sident of the Jordanian Press Ass- 
ociation (JPA) during the JPA’s 
general assembly meeting at the 
Professionals. Associations Com- 
plex Friday. 

During the meeting, which was 
attended by 138 members of the 
144-strong JPA, a new JPA board 
was elected, the association's ann- 
ual administrative, financial and 
professional reports were dis- 
cussed. The association's 1985 
budget was also endorsed Friday. 

The meeting reviewed in depth 
an existing law bn paying penson 
to retired journalists and emp- 
hasised the need to come out with 
a new law in order to “ensure the 
psychological and financial sec- 
urity of journalists in Jordan." 

Journalists participating in Fri- 
day’s meeting demanded that the 
various private press org- 
anisations pay their due amount of 
money to the association which, 
according to the association 
bylaw, is a minimum JD 6,000 a 
year. 



Mahmoud AI Kayed 

The issue of health insurance 
for journalists was another point 
raised during the meeting. Host 
members complained that they 
are not be Defining from (he JPA 
health insurance scheme because 
they are medically insured som- 
ewhere else. 

In reply to the complaint, Mr. 
Kayed promised that the JPA 
board will look into the issue and 
ensure that all journalists in Jor- 
dan are medically insured. He also 
suggested that all editors working 
in Jordan Television and Radio 
Jordan be admitted as JPA mem- 
bers. 

During the meeting, one of the 
members, Mohammad Saeed, 
asked the association board to off- 
icially condemn the American 
stand and position towards Israeli 
practices in occupied South Leb- 
anon. Mr. Saeed also requested 
the JPA to coordinate and coo- 
perate with the other Arab press 
associations in different fields. 

Other issues, such as housing, 
professional financial matters, 
were also raised and were sch- 
eduled to be discussed by the new 
association board at later mee- 
tings. 

The new JPA board elected 
Friday comprises of Mr. Fakhri 
Abu Ham da, Mr. Fayez Ham dan. 
and Mr. Abdul Sal am Al Tar- 
awneh representing the three 
Arabic-Ianguage daily news pap- 
ers in Jordan, Mr. Mohammad 
Daoudeiah, Mr. Bader Abdul 
Haq, and Mr. Saeed representing 
editors, and Mr. Hassan AkeeL 
Mr, Sameeh Haddad and Mr. 
Kamil Masaedah representing 
government-owned press ins- 
titutions. 
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2 Home - Middle East news 

Tehran bomb kills 6 
during Friday prayers 


TEHRAN (R) — A bomb went off among tens of 
thousands of Tehran Friday prayer worshippers 
Friday during a sermon by President Ali Khamenei, 
killing six people, including the bomber, the official 
media reported. 


As the Iran- Iraq war continued 
to escalate, diplomats here rep- 
orted special flights being laid on 
to- evacuate -foreigners bom the 
Iranian capital. 

After Friday's bomb. Mr. Kha- 
menei calmly resumed his speech 
on Tehran University campus 
after a fftree-rainute commotion. 
He blamed the Paris-based opp- 
osition Mujahedeen group. 

But Iran’s National News Age- 
ncy IRNA implied collusion by 
Iraq, whose warplanes overflew 
Tehran within half an hour of the 
blast and met heavy anti-aircraft 
fire. 

.IRNA said the air intrusion was 
“apparently timed unsuccessfully 
to coincide with the explosion at 
the university” so Iraq could have 
claimed its planes raided the Fri- 
day prayer meeting. 

The agency said a man carrying 
a home-made bomb around his 


waist was blown up at 12:33 p.m. 
(0903 GMT), killing himself and 
five worshippers and wounding 
1 0. It did not say whether the man 
had been sitting among wor- 
shippers or moving among them 
and there was.no exact indication 
as to the target of the attack. 

Mr. Khamenei was unhurt. As 
usual, his sermon was being bro- 
adcast live on Tehran Radio and 
listeners clearly heard the blast, 
followed by chants of “Allah- 
O-Akbar 5 ' (God is Great) from 
worshippers and a voice urging 
calm. 

IRNA said the Iraqi planes flew 
over the capita] 30 minutes later 
but made no mention of any 
bombs being dropped or rockets 
fired. 

After two Iraqi air raids this 
week killed a reported 10 people 
in Tehran, residents have become 
jittery and foreigners have been 


Rabin: Faster pace of 
Lebanon pullout likely 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Israel is likely 
to increase the pace of its wit- 
hdrawal from Lebanon by sho- 
rtening the two remaining stages 
of its pullback and partly com- 
bining them. Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said in an interview 
published Friday. 

Interviewed by the daily Yediot 
Ahronot. Mr. Rabin said that “ I 
estimate that everything will be 
done to shorten (the second 
stage), and theoretically there exi- 
sts a possibility of combining parts 
of stage two and stage three. I 
hope the government will take 
decisions in time in order to ena- 
ble a faster withdrawal.” 

However, refusing to give his 
reasons. Mr. Rabin said he did not 
think that Israeli troops could wit- 
hdraw from Lebanon in one com- 
bined stage. 

- .The government has said that 
the second stage, IsraeFs wit- 
hdrawal from its confrontation 
line with Syria in eastern Leb-' 
anon, should be completed by late 
April or early May. Two weeks 
ago Mr. Rabin said the third stage, 
designed to bring Israeli troops 
back to their border, would be 
completed by Sept. 1 S. the Jewish 
New Year. 

The first two stages were aut- 
horised by a large majority of the 
Israeli cabinet, but the third and 
last stage is likely to encounter 
more opposition among right- 
wing Likud Party ministers who 
argue that Israel should create a 
broad security zone, up to 25 kil- 
ometres deep, north of the Israeli 
border. 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
said Wednesday that the speed of 
withdrawal would depend only on 


military logistics and not on pol- 
itical pressures. 

A growing number of par- 
liament members has called for a 
complete withdrawal by early 
May. prompted at least in part by 
the increasingly violent attacks 
against Israeli troops. A suicide 
truck bomb killed 12 soldiers and 
wounded 14 last Sunday, and 
other suicide bombing attempts 
have been reported. Newspaper 
reports have said the Israeli army- 
favours a speedy withdrawal. 

The liberal Haaretz newspaper 
quoted military sources as saying 
that the third stage of the wit- 
hdrawal could be accomplished in 
a few days and that the speed of 
the second stage would be dictated 
by the weather. The hilly regions - 
of east Lebanon are currently 
under snow. 

However, Israel Radio on Fri- 
day quote&miljtary Chief of Staff 
Lt. Gen. Moshe Levy as saying 
that peoj^<wh'o thought the two 
stages could be carried out as one 
“do not know what are talking - 
about” 

Mr. Rabin expressed con- 
siderable pessimism concerning 
the long-teim effects of current 
Lebanese ShFite Muslim hostility 
toward Israel, saying that it could 
well continue even after Israel 
withdraws from Lebanon. 

“ I believe there is a real danger 
that the ShFite leadership ... has 
already passed the 12th hour (the 
point of no return) in its hatred of 
the Israeli army and perhaps also 
oflsraeL." Yediot Ahronotquoted 
Mr. Rabin as saying. This could 
lead to attempts to attack Israel 
even after its withdrawal, he 
added. 


queuing up for seats on flights out 
of the country. 

The Italian airline Alitalia flew 
a special flight into Tehran's Meh- 
rabad Airport Friday to pick up 
Italian nationals and others, and 
the West German airline Luf- 
thansa was expected to send in a 
similar flight on Sunday, dip- 
lomats said. They said no Western 
embassy had yet recommended 
evacuation. 

President Khamenei, who lost 
the use of his right arm when a 
booby-trapped tape recorder blew 
up as he spoke in a mosque lour 
years ago, appeared unnerved by 
Friday’s blast. 

“We will retaliate for this sav- 
age act with the utmost strength 
and power,” he said after con- 
tinuing his sermon. 

Iran's latest war communique, 
meanwhile, said Iranian forces 
had killed or wounded 1.200 Ira- 
qis since last Monday in the latest 
Iranian thrust in southern Iraq. 

Iran has given few details of the 
thrust itself, saying its aims were 
limited and that it was merely in 
retaliation for Iraqi attacks on 
Iranian towns. 

Israeli 

Labour Party 
gains support 
in polls 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres’ Labour Party 
has gained support since Israel's - 
July 19114 election but not enough 
to set up a government on its own, 
according to an opinion poll pub- 
lished Friday. 

The Smith Research Centre poll 
showed 50 per cent of those sur- 
veyed favoured Labour and its all- 
ies, while 44 percent favoured the 
right-wing Likud and its allies. 
The results represented a three 
per cent gain for Labour and an 8 
per cent drop for Likud. 

The poll was conducted among 
1.300 Jewish Israelis during the 
last week of February and had 
about a2 per cent margin of error. 

The latest survey by the res—, 
ported pollster showed that the' 
shift toLabour would still not be 
enough to allow Mr. Peres to set 
up a government on his own, unl- 
ess it got Palestinian support, 
which was not taken into account 
in the poll, or was backed by most 
of the 5 percent who said they had 
no preference. 

The poll reported that Mr. 
Peres’ personal popularity was 
“quite high” and the pro-Labour 
newspaper Davar claimed it equ- 
alled that of former Likud Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin at his 
peak. 

It said 65 per cent of those que- 
stioned believed Mr. Peres was 
doing a good job. while 49 peri 
cent thought Foreign Minister^ 
Yitzhak Shamir of the Likud Bloc 
was doing a good job. 
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ARMY* INTERVENTION: Lebanese arm- 
oured personnel carrier moves along the coastal 
highway in East Beirut as a column of Lebanese 


army vehicles attempted to separate opposin g Chr- 
istian militia groups (AP wirephoto) 


U.S. declines comments on further evacuation 


BEIRUT (AP) — U.S. embassy 
officials declined “for security 
reasons” on Friday to say whether 
more American diplomats would 
be evacuated from this tense cap- 
ital. 

Mark Foukm, acting embassy 
spokesman, said that “the amb- 
assador the other personnel are 
here and the embassy is fun- 
ctioning.” He added: “for security 
reasons, we cannot comment on 
personnel numbers or mov- 
ements.” 

Mr. Foulon was reached by tel- 
ephone at the residence of U.S. 
Ambassador Reginald Bar- 
tholomew in the Christian suburb 
of Yarze, six kilometres east of 
Beirut. 

Eighteen Americans, some of 
them diplomats, were moved by 
helicopter frorn Beirut to the nea- 


rby islshd of Cyprus on Thursday 
in what White House officials said 
was an evacuation necessitated by 
a militia rebellion in mainly Chr- 
istian east Beirut. 

Samir Geagea, a Falangist 
commander of the “Lebanese 
Forces” militia with ties to Israel 
broke overnight Tuesday from the 
Falange Party of Lebanese Pre- 
sident Amin GemayeL 

Mr. Geagea and his supporters, 
who seized control of much of the 
Christian heartland north of the 
capital have demanded that Mr. 
Gem aye 1 and the party reconsider 
their increasingly pro-Syrian sta- 
nce. 

The rebellion has created ten- 
sion in east Beirut where most 
U.S. diplomats now live and work, 
with militiamen of varying loy- 


alties setting up roadblocks and, 
occasionally, clashing. 

At the same time, a number of 
threats were levelled against 
Americans in connection with the 
U.S. veto earlier this week of a 
Lebanese-sponsored U.N. Sec- 
urity Council resolution critical of 
the raids Israeli army has been 
conducting in occupied South 
Lebanon. 

U.S. officials here have been 
less than forthcoming about the 
situation. One -embassy official 
who twice on Wednesday told the 
Associated Press that “we are not 
planning any evacuation” and * 
“there are no orders to evacuate” 
was among those taken out by hel- 
icopter on Thursday. Associates 
said he had decided to take his 
home leave early. i 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
denied the existence of any dif- 
ferences with the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) over 
their recent agreement designed 
'to reactivate efforts for a Middle 
East peace. 

Foreign Minister Taher .A1 
Masri was quoted by the weekly 
Qatari magazine A! Uruba as say- 
ing that both sides are committed 
to tiie Feb. 11 agreement which 
has won backing from the Pal- 
estinian people under Israeli rule. 

What emerged after the signing 
of the agreement was the need for 
a joint clarification of its pro- 
virions, and this has now been 
done, the minister said. 

He said that the agreement won 
support of the Palestinian people 
since it backs their struggle “for- 
liberation, and provides for a total 
Israeli withdrawal from all occ- 
upied Arab lands." 

With reference to Egyptian- 
Jordanian relations, Mr. Masn 


said that the recent summit talks 
between King Hussein and Pre- 
sident Mubarak was designed to 
clarify a number of points raised in- 
the light of Mr. Mubarak's pro-, 
pc sals and his visit to the United 
Suites. 

He said that, the Jordanian; 
Egyptian and the Jordanian- 
Palestinian moves are designed to 
influence Washington into taking 
a new stand vis .a vts the Middle 
East problem. 

“At present the hnenmtiooal 
arena is witnessing a more positive 
European role that favours' the 
establishment of a just peace.” the 
minister pointed out. 

With reference to inter-Arab 
relations, Mr. Masri said that Jor- 
dan continues to call foe an Arab 
summit to end differences among 
Arab countries. An Arab summit 
he said is normally held to solve 
differences, "and now it has bec- 
ome more urgent than ever bef- 
ore." ■ 


New Zealand examines 
Sinai force options 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zea- 
land is studying ways of remaining 
in the Sinai Multinational Force 
and Observers (MFO) after Aus- 
tralia withdraws from the joint 
operation next year. Prime Min- 
ister David Lange told Reuters. 

“Australia has kept us informed 
of its plan to withdraw from the 
MFO in 1 986 and as our men form 
part of an integrated ANZAC 
(Australian-New Zealand) unit 
within the MFO we have... had to 
look at the implications of their 


decision.” he said. - 

New Zealand supplies pilots 
and support technicians for the 
joint helicopter unit in the MPO 
and Mr. Lange said there were 
clear logistical difficulties in rem- 
aining at the El Go rah Base near 
the Israeli border after the Aus- 
tralian pull-out. 

But he said. the MFO was a step 
towards peace and stability in the 
regies “and New Zealand wishes 
to continue to play its part in 
that.” 


Israelis face new kind of resistance war in South Lebanon 


TYRE, Lebanon (AP) — At a 
memorial service in this ShFite 
Muslim port city. Ismail Atawi ins- 
isted on being congratulated ins- 
tead of consoled because his bro- 
ther died in a holy cause — fig- 
hting Israel's occupation. 

“Do not say you are sorry. Say 
congratulations.” Mr. Atawi. a 
dentist whose brother Haj Khalil 
Atawi died in a bomb blast in the 
nearby village of Maarake, told 
reporter. “We win or we go to 
heaven. Either way. praise allah.” 

Ismail Atawi, friends, relatives 
and ShFite Muslim clergymen who 
ccpwded iutqA sparsely furnished 
apartment for the memorial in this- 
{qgm of SGfiOO ati blamed the 
death on Israel's array although 
Israel denied any role. 

Their views reflect the inc- 
reasing role religion is playing in 
the ShFite resistance to IsraeFs 
presence in South Lebanon, fue- 
lling such acts of martyrdom as the 
suicide truck bomb that killed 1 2 
Israeli soldiers and wounded 14 
last Sunday. 

Israel has responded with a con- 
troversial policy called the "iron 
fist,’’ a stepped-up use of force 
against villages suspected of aid- 
ing the resistance fighters and har- 
sher’ regulations affecting civ- 
ilians. 

But the rising cycle of violence 
has triggered a national debate in 
Israel and pressure on the gov- 


ernment to speed up its wit- 
hdrawal from South Lebanon, 
which began Feb. 26 and is not 
due to be completed in the ShFite 
sector until at least September. 

Israeli officials have expressed 
astonishment that the guerrilla 
campaign would intensify while its 
army is in the midst of a three- 
stage withdrawal from Lebanon. 

“A spirit of madness is passing' 
over that war-torn country, where 
reason and common sense are not 
used but rather suicide, blood, 
murder...” deputy Israeli Prime 
Minister David Levy said on Israel 
Radio,-.. ., ... 

. Traditionally, . the -ShFite-. in ■ 
South Lebjra^n have been farmers:' 
and fishermen at the bottom of the 
social and economic ladder. The 
deepening influence of religion is 
“ a direct outcome of isolation and 
a vacuum in local leadership ” said 
a Western diplomat who spoke on 
condition of anonimity. 

The influx of Palestinian com- 
mandos in the mid-1970s drove 
out the traditional leaders — 
land-owning families who for gen- 
erations had controlled the vil- 
lages. ShFite farmers formed mil- 
itias to fight the Palestinian occ- 
upation and initially welcomed 
Israel’s June 1982 invasion that 
routed the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO). 

B ut Israel* s occupation has bec- 
ome increasingly stifling to the 


economy and freedom of mov- 
ement of the people. Iranian- 
influenced clergy have stepped in 
to offer leadership, and the artne-ks 
on the Israelis have been con- 
centrated in areas where the Cle- 
rgy are the strongest — a cluster of 
villages east of Tyre called “the 
arc of the resistance” and the 
Nabatryeh area. 

“They are basically turning to 
religion as a last resort, out of fru- 
stration with Israers occupation.” 
said the diplomat. 

Many observers believe the 
conflict began in October 1983 
when town of Nabatiyeh-The cfer. 
rgymen, some trained,-.-/? Aya- 
tollah Ruholl^h. ,K,hpmeinr s Isl- 
amic Republic of Iran, then issued 
religious edicts called “fatwai" 
urging the population to kfll Isr- 
aeli soldiers. 

Speaking to reporters at an Isr- 
aeli base near Tyre last week, Isr- 
aeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said, believe there is 
more and more Khomeinist, fun- 
damentalist influence among cer- 
tain sectors of the ShFite com- 
munity. It might be that this rel- 
igious fanaticism has led to this 
type of (anti-Israeli) activity .” 

Mr. Rabin suggested Israel 
might consider with drawing ear- 
lier than planned from Shf ite sec- 
tors of the South, but Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres’ bipartisan 
government is divided on whether 


it can afford to retreat hastily in 
the face of resistance attacks. 

Meanwhile, Israeli soldiers are 
left to defend themselves as har- 
shly as they can. 

“Everyone is afraid here when 
you have bombs falling on your 
head all the time, but we are doing 
the "job,” Yaron, a 21 -year-old 
Israeli soldier, told reporters after 
returning from a foot paxtrol north 
of the Litani River, which is Isr- 
ael's front line in Lebanon. 

As bursts of automatic weapons 
fire reverberated a few hundred 


weeks since Israel began imp- 
lementing its withdrawal plan. 

Re uvea, a 21-year-old private, 
said most of the attacks had come 
from north of the Litani, the area 
Israel evacuated on Feb. 16. and 
not from die local population. "It 
is very organised,” he said. “It's a 
real military operation, not just a 
couple of guys firing a rocket at 
night for the fun of it." 

The nervousness of the soldiers 
can be seen in the frequent use of 
random fire which Lebanese res- 
idents blame for unnecessary inj- 


yqg k jj 8 .uries and property damage. __ 

frontline outposnacl beep att- ~ . 

acted 20 timejriw t^-pastj-wpek.. ■* Per example, a . Lebanese bird 
mostly at night. ' * ' • . ‘ , r hume£$as shot ancFktileti by Tit- 

. . . • adi soldiers who saw him with a 


mostly at night 

The next day, two Israeli sol- 
diers were killed and two others 
wounded by resistance fighters 
who ambushed an Israeli patrol in 
the same area. 

“The local population is ner- 
vous. and we are even more ner- 
vous,' 1 said another Israeli soldier 
who identified himself only as Eli 
ip keeping with army regulations. 

Since the beginning of the year. 
34 Israelis have been killed in 


rifle and mistook him for a res- 
istance fighter, the Jerusalem Post 
reported this week. 

A reporter who followed an Isr- 
aeli army armoured personnel 
carrier on the narrow, pot-holed 
road to Tyre saw a soldier fire a 
long burst of raachinegun fire into 
an orange grove as' his convoy 
rounded a corner. 

Israeli officers say the practice is 


South Lebanon, nearly half of limited to areas where resistance 
them in the past week. The deaths attacks can be anticipated. But 
raised to 638 the number of 1st- bursts -of gunfire are heard fre- 
aelis killed since the invasion was quentiy and as a result, oranges 
launched. hang heavy on the unpicked trees. 

The character of the resistance Owners say they are unable to find 
war has changed in the few short labourers to pick their crops. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

■ An exhibition of local eng- 
ineexingmdustries at the University of 
Jordan’s Facufty of Engineering. 

* An exiribition of plastic art by the Jor- 
danian artist Mrs. Janet Junblatl at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

DANCE 

* Janet Smith and dancers at the Royal 
Cultural Centre Friday 15th and Sat- 
urday 16th March at 8:00 pjn- 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre -TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre - ..... 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre . — 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre — 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City — 667181 

Y.W.CA — - 41793 

Y.WJiCA. 664251 

Amm an Municipal library ..... 36111 
University of Jordan library .. 843S5 

MUSEUMS 


Fottne Mmcu: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Abo mosaics 
Grom Madaba and J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening boon: 9.00 ul - 5 
pjn. Year-round. TcL 51760. 

Joed— Arehamlifleii Muamnr Hasan 
• excellent ooUjcriop of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9-00 a.m. - 5.00 pun. 
(radays and official holidays 10.00 ami. 
4,00 pan.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jnrd— Wttf—IC— gyt Contains a cof- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazab, Jabal 
Luwcibdeb. Opening hours: 10.00 ajn, 
1 JO p.m. and 3. 30 P-m. - 6.00 pun. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 


Martyrs' Memorial imUnrj Mmemmh 
Collection of mOitary memorabilia dat- < 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
ami.-4 pun. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
ISO year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening bouts: 9.00 un. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37J69. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Ue us Am nau Ctnh. Meetings every 
rust and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 JO pun. 

Uoua RdbddpUa Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7.30 pun. 
Philadelphia Rotary dab. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 pjn. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 pan. 
Royal Antiaanhflr CUb. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

St- Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, teL 24590. 

C hutch «T the A — dfthn (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwe<bdeh. 37440. 

’ Dr k Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Church of the A— minim (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23541. 
il^ffina Church (Church of the Red- 
ecmer) Jabal Amman, 25383. 
Armenian r uMii. Cfcnch Ashtafieh, 

771331. 

Amaemam Orthodox Church Ashtafieh. 
775261. 

SL Ephnia Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashtafieh. 771751. 

Aum lidttuMluahl CM (Inter- 
denominational): meets tt Soothers 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, 816534. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Am 
International Airport, teL (06) 53250, 
53070, 53082, 53171, when it should 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

•M0 Aqaba (RJ) 

•M0 Dubai. Karachi (RJ) 

•9:45 Cairo (RJ) 

•9:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

•MS Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (Rj) 

99-_55 Dhahran (RJ) 

IMS Cairo (MS) 

1M0 Beirut (RJ) 

Ite 45 Riyadh (RJ) 

10:45 — Singapore, Aha Dhabi (RJ) 

Jfc50 Larnaca, Damascus (RJ) 

1249 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Muscat 
(GF) 

14:40 Kuwait (KU) 

lfc5» Baghdad (1A) 

17 J& Athena (RJ) 

17J* — Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

1M0 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

IM0 Cairo (RJ) 

1*45 Tripoli (RJ) 

2fc40 Rome, Damascra (AZ) 

2fc50 Frankfurt, Damascus (LH) 

Me 45 Cairo (RJ) 

Mil* Baghdad (Rj) 

•1j 30 Bucharest, Larnaca (RQ) 


DEPARTURES 


Cairo (RJ) 

.... Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Athens (QA) 

Beirut (MEA) 

- ... Tripoli (RJ)* 

. — Cairo (MS) 

Athens (RJ) 

Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

— ... London (RJ) 

Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

— Rome, Paris (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
pore 

— Huai Litita 

— Moss Pi jade 

— Ibn Qmaibah 

— Sifoos Star 

— TJaa Argo 

— Medhat 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at-your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local sell/buy rates in J 

Belgian franc 61.61 62 

Dutch guilder 1093/ 11C 

Egyptian guinea 304/ 308 

French franc 40.4/ 4Q 

Iraqi dinar 400/ 40) 

Italian tire (for 100) 19.7/ 

Japanese yen (for 100) 159.9/ 161 

Kuwaiti mnar 13633 13 

Lebanese lira 233/ 24 

Omani riyal 11933/ 1201 


Qatari riyal ... 

Saudi riyil 

Swedish crown 
Swist franc — 


114.4/ 

1153/ 

43.6 / 

^-..1453/ 


Syrian Ura 35.1/ 

uA£ dirham 113.4/ 

UJC sterling pound . — 4523/ 

US. dollar 416 J/ 

mark 123.7/ 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It win be warm and dry. Light and var- 
iably winds will become southwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it wig be ha^, 
with northerly moderate winds and seas 
cairn. 


PRAYER TIMES 

1349 Bahrain (G 

1*3 • ... Otiro (R 

f) Lowfhigh temperature In deg.C 

n Amman . 

15:41 Kuwait (K 

J) An aha ■ . 15/30 

•*!» Fajr 

1749 Baghdad (IA) Deserts . — 8/26 

1K3S Kuwait (RJ) Jordan Valiev _ 12/79 

05:45 - - (Sunrise) Duha 

1145 —1 Dhuhr 

lfil* - - - 'Asr 

21:15 Jeddah (P 

2M* Abu Dhabi, Dubai (B 

2M5 Cairo (R 

l} Yesterday's high temperatures: 

17:45 _ Maghreb 

1948 ,_-Isha . 

21:11 Baghdad (RJ) dings: Amman 26 per cent. Aqaba 40 J 

. *2:45 - — . Larnaca, Bucharest (RO). J*r cent. 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Fostaid. fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

Civ3 Defence rescue 661111 

Fire h eadqua rt ers 22090-3 

Police rescue 192,21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic pofiee 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service — 771125-8 
Queen Aha Ini. Airport _ (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre _ 813813-32 
Khalkfi Maternity, J. Amo _ 44281-4 
Alaleb Maternity, J. Amman.- 42 441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mxlhas, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dm AJ-Sbifa, J. Hume bn 667158 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

AJ-AhB, Abdali 664164 

Jtatisa, Al-Mtihajieen 777101-3 

Ai-Bashk, J.- Ashtafieh 775111 

Army, Mariu 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Libbudeh 96560 


Dr. Kama! Remain 

Mreish pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy — 
Al Hjfctnah pharmacy 
Al Haditba pharmacy 

Fayez pharmacy 

Al Sunah pharmacy 

TAXIS: 

Rainbow taxi 

Khasem taxi 

Ambassador taxi 

Karnak taxi 

Jihad taxi 

Nabda taxi 


7700X8 

-770910 

23672 

— 20571 
30836 

661627 

- 36194 


37249 
- 43620 
.664660 
.668761 
.842664 
663001 


DUUD 

Dr. Amin Abu Edeh - 

Jordan pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mohammad Yaghmour . 
Jordan pharmacy 


.244468 

.244596 


-985299 
- 83124 


general 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism 

Hotel complaints " 

Price complaints 

Telephone: 

Infill lWa tMTH 

Jordan and MkldVc East" raik" ~ 

Overseas calk 3 

Cable or telegram " 

Repair service 


market prices 


Apple — 


Banana (Mufcammar) . 

Beans 

Broad beam 

Cabbage ... - .... 

Chestnut — ; 

Carnot (yellow) 

Canoe (Mack) 

CaukQower 

Cncumber flagri 

CuetBnber.(«fflati) __ 
Eggplant (large) 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 


Uppcrfiower price in fib per kg. 

=:S2S -=-• 

=a;a ssraEr.: 

— — 170 / 140 Oman M») 

— 130/100 Onion S&fZT"" 

—J2«8 2 

— Oranges (Shanunouti) „ 

140 / 120 - 

^30^ 100 Fears (American) 

— iSLS 

— 150/ U0 Potatoes (local) 

— 130 / 100 Radkhe. 

150/ 140 S ftimrh 

- 210 1 180 TomstnM 
— 140 / UO Turnip 


120/100 

160/130 

— .100/ 80 

180 /ISO 

180/150 

.. — 140/120 
— -300 / 260 
190/160 
■— 70/ 70 

600/540 

540/500 

680/640 

- — tfO/100' 
- 70/ 50 
— 100/ 90. 
. — 140/100 
1 20/100 
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A1 Sham opens today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The second 
symposium of the Fourth Int- 
ernational Conference entitled 

Bifad AJ Sham during th e early 
classical Islamic Period" will be 
held Saturday under the pat- 
ronage of His Majesty King Hus- 
' sc in. 

Taking part in the week-long 
symposium, which will be pre- 
sided over by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, will be 70 
scholars from 38 universities and 
academic institutions? specialised 
in the history of Greater Syria 
(Bilad Ai Sham). . 

Research papers to be pre- 
sented by participants include var- 
ious subjects related to the Islamic 
Arab conquest of Bilad Al S ham 
contacts and correspondence bet- 
ween the Prophet Mohammad 
and Arab tribes in Bilad Al Sham 
and the formation of Islamic arm- 
ies. 

They also deal with attitudes of 
the Bilad Al Sham population 
towards the Islamic conquest and 


the Islamic Aralf administration of 
the region in addition to the eco- 
nomic and social life during the 
period. 

The convocation of the seminar 
comes within the framework of 
the International Conference on 
Bilad Al Sham, which the three 
Jordanian universities have been 
keen on holding since 1972 with 
the aim of rallying specialised eff- 
orts to undertake in-depth res- 
earch into the subject. 

On the sidelines of the sym- 
posium four exhibitions will be 
held. The first win deal with doc- 
uments of the Swiss orientalist 
Max van Berchem, the second will 
be a pictorial exhibition reflecting 
social and historical culture of 
Jordan while the third will be a 
book exhibition and the fourth 
will be a commercial exhibition. 

A special programme of visits 
by the seminar participants to the 
historical sites and the tombs of 
the Prophet Mohammad’s com-' 
panions has also been drawn up. . 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Hussein, Hassan condole Dabbas family 

AMMCaN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday assigned 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid to take part in the 
funeral procession of the late Mazen AJ Dabbas and to extend the 
King’s condolences to Al Dabbas family. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan also assigned his adviser and director of his 
office, Yousef Bouran, to convey his condolences to Al Dabbas, 
family. 

Hassan visits families of mishap victims 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has visited and offered his condolences to the families of Royal 
Military Academy cadets who were killed during a training exe- 
rcise at the Dead Sea last week. 

Man kills another, shoots himself 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A 41 -year-old man. identified as S.W., shot 
dead another man. identified as M.D., near Al QaTa crossroad in 
Amman Thursday, according to a story published Friday in the 
local Arab dailies. The murderer then immediately shot himself 
and later succumbed to his injuries. Two passers-by, one of whom 
was a child, suffered injuries while passing near the scene of the 
shooting, the reports said. Investigations are continuing into the 
incident. 


JEA to hold dialogue 
on transfer of technology 


AMMAN < Petra) — An open dia- 
logue on the transfer of tec- 
hnology will be held at the Pro- 
fessional Association Complex in 
Amman Saturday. 

The dialogue which will be ope- 
ned by Mr. Ibrahim Abu Ayyash, 
president of the Jordanian Eng- 
ineers Association (JEA) is exp- 
ected to be attended by a group of 
specialists and experts in the field 
of transfer of technology. 

The dialogue is hoped to help 
Jordan work out priorities for spe- 
eding up its economic and social 
development, according to Dr. 
Rawhi Al Sharif, who heads a pre- 
paratory committee for the Sat- 
urday dialogue. 

He said that the participants will ■ 


discuss the effects of the transfer 
of technology on the local com- 
munity, distribution of income, 
the effect of the “brain drain” on 
Jordan, the importation of foreign 
labour, social and economic issues 
as well as areas affected by the 
modem technology like industry, 
energy, water resources, food 
production and construction. 

Mr. Abu Ayyash said that JEA 
attaches great importance to the 
transfer of technology because 
this helps Jordan achieve social 
development and creates job opp- 
ortunities. “But such technology 
should be suitable for the Jor- 
danian environment, traditions 
and customs.” 


' ! h m 


MW. 



■His Majesty King Hussein receives Djibouti Industry and Industrial Development Minister Fahmi 
Mohammad Al Hqj (Petra photo) 

Rawabdeh: Municipality building 
bridges of confidence with citizens 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Municipality has done its best to 
bu3d bridges of confidence with 
the citizen, wherever, he or she 
lives, within the boundaries of 
Amman Municipality, Amman 
Mayor Abdul Raoul Al Raw- 
abdeh said Friday. 

Mr. Rawabdeh was delivering a 
speech on the occasion of the 
Arab City Day, which fell on Fri- 
day. 

Arab Cities Organisation 
(ACO) celebrates this yeaf s day 
under the theme “cooperation of 
citizen and municipality is a basis 
for city's development and pro- 


Mr. Rawabdeh praised the Jor- 
danian citizens, saying that their 
response exceeded the exp- 
ectations of Amm an Municipality, 
“because they demonstrated a 


high degree of cooperation with 
, the municipality." 

The good response dem- 
onstrated by our citizens, Mr. 
Rawabdeh said, prompts us to 
exert further efforts to get closer 
to our citizens and to meet their 
demands. 

Speaking about the ACO, Mr. 
Rawabdeh said it exerts untiring 
efforts to upgrade the standard of 
Arab dries and to preserve the Isl- 
amic architectural design and to 
provide good services to citizens. 

The organisation! also works on 
adopting the comprehensive pla- 
nning method to direct the act- 
ivities and services of cities, in 
accordance with their economic, 
social, cultural and environmental 
situations, Mr. Rawabdeh added. 
He added that among the other 


UNEP, Jordan sign agricultural accord 


By Sa’ad G. HnWar prevent the migration of people 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter awa y from foe region. 

The sources said the ministry is 
AMMAN — The United Nations studying the feasibility of setting 
Environment Programme up natural environments to 
(UNEP) and Jordan have recently conserve agriculture and animal 
signed an agreement to set up a wealth in rural areas following the 
pilot project with a cost of example of 'Alshomary resort*. 
$1,680,000- to combat arid lands According to the sources; the 
t-o 'stem ■■ 'd<e tfe rt i f i c a titth’- project which will b£ applied on a 
encroachment and to rehabilitate ' 50,000 dunum area expandable to 
vegetative cover ait ‘Lajjun' in the one million dunums, will be 
southern part of the Kingdom. executed by cooperation among 
The two-year project, which is the _ Ministries of Planning, 
expected to start functioning in Agriculture, Municipal and Rural 
April 1985, will also help expand Affairs and the Environment and 
grazing fields to develop animal UNEP. 

wealth through drilling wells to The pilot project was prompted 

benefit from ground-water. to provide ground and surface 

Authoritative sources at the water, to set up flower nurseries 
Ministry of Planning told the by the Ministry of Agriculture, to 


Jordan Times 


promote a cooperative movement 


implementation of such a scheme and improve animal wealth. degraded rangeland in 

in a remote area (Lajjun) aims to The project will be a model ra i n f all areas. „ * 

Jordan, Italy discuss' development schemes 


AMMAN (Pena) — Jordan and 
Italy Thursday opened meetings 
at the Ministry of Agriculture to 
define development schemes that 
will be financed by an Italian loan 
to Jordan, to be . spent between 


1984-1986. 

Teams from both sides dis- 
cussed projects in' agriculture, 
water and soil development, hea- 
lth and other related areas where 
the JD 20 million soft-loan will be 


Farmers offered more incentives to reclaim highlands 


By Senone t ta Carr 
Speed to Cbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A project for the 
development of the highland agr- . 
icultural- jegions of Jordan has 
been continuing since 1965 and in 
1983 entered its third phase, acc- 
ording to the project manager 
from the Ministry of Agriculture, . 
Mr. Ahmad Rimawi. 

The main purpose of the pro- - 
jecL which has been conducted 
jointly by the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture and the World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP), is to reclaim hilly 
lands and replant fruit trees in the 
medium- hilly areas and forest 
trees in the very hilly ones. The 
project covers the whole country 
with the exception of the Jordan 
Valley and the desert. A req- 
uirement for the project is that the 
area receives a minimum of 250 
mm of rainfall. This quantity, • 
which is considered insufficient in 
some very developed countries, is 
considered optimal in a "dry cou- 
ntry like Jordan where efforts are 
made to take advantage of every 
drop of rain. 

Project's purposes 

The two main purposes of the 
project are, in fact, the con- 
servation of rain and the reduction 
or control of soil erosion. Acc- 
ording to. the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture, only 10 percent or less of 
the total country area is arable 
land, approximately 400,000 

doqnms, that can be expanded to a 

maximum of 7-800,000. by ***• 
■igaiion. Two thirds of this area is 
billy, and is now either idle or used 
for cereal production. 

Growing cereal in hilly areas, 
h o w e ver, is more harmful than 
useful- to fasroera, according to 


specialists at the ministry. In the 
first place, it is not economical, 
and, m second place, it is harmful 
to the land, because most farmers 
plough the land against the con- 
tours, from the top to the bottom 
of the hill, a technique which con- 
tributes to the erosion of the soil 
and the wastage of rainwater. 

The techniques used in this pro- 
-jeef include cleaning of the soil 
from stones, which Ire then used 
to build terraces, and contour plo- 
ughing in order to conserve water 
and so iL The best trees for the 
area are then chosen and seedlings 
are supplied at a minimal cost, 50 
■ per cent of the regular price to the 
farmers by the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture. 

The project is dealing with pri- 
vate land. While, at the beginning, 
the project was advertised to far- 
mers and thoroughly explained 
through lectures and pamphlets, 
most farmers are now aware of it 
and its benefits. Since the beg- 
inning of this present phase of the 
projeefin 1983, over 4,000 for- 
mers or owners have participated 
to the project During the last 20 
years, according to government 
figures, at least 15,000 of tflfem 
have really benefited from jhc 
project. 

Success rate ' 

Dr. Rim&wi explains that not all 
projects are successful He bel- 
ieves that 60 per cent of the pro- 
jects undertaken during this pro- 
gramme have been truly suc- 
cessful and he considers this a vety 
good percentage considering the 
dryness of the area, the illiteracy 
of many farmers and the con- 
straints. In places like Salt and 
Jerash whole areas have ben- 
efited from the programme. 

The programme is based in 


Amman, with a committee in 
every district including at least 
three full-time staff members, 
which has freedom of making its 
own decisions regarding the land 
and the farmers involved. There 
are 11 units outside Amman. 

During the last 20 years, the 
project has planted about 250,000 
dunums with fruit trees and 80-90 
per cent of these were olive trees. 
Next came grape vines, then stone 
fruit trees and pomme fruit trees. 

Loans 

Although the project is now 
well- known by farmers, updated 
information is still distributed at 
meetings. Financial aid offered by 
the Agricultural Credit Cor- 
poration (ACC) and the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 
is helping to make loans available 
for up to 10 years with a 5 years 
grace period at an interest rate of 6 
per cent. This month the period 
.has been extended to no less than 
12 years. 

Another incentive for fanners is 
the food aid distributed by the 
World Food Programme (WFP). 
The government offers support 
with technical advice and cash, 
grants or soft loans. Fencing , in 


perries of 50 dunums or less, since 
large farms usually already have 
enough resources to implement 
their lands. Mr. Rimawi said that 
one main lesson the ministry has 
learned from less successful pro- 
jects is to be selective in their cho- 
ice of farmers. Only the farmers 
who are truly interested and ready 
to cooperate can now benefit from 
this programme. The government 
decision of not supporting any 
farmer in advance, but only after 
they have proven their interest by 
their work helps in this selection. 

More interest from farmers 

While in the past there have 
been more obstacles due to ign- 
orance of formers and periods of 
extreme drought In the country, 
the Ministry of Agriculture said 
that since 1980 there has been a 
marked increase of interest shown 
by formers, as well as more rainfall 
to water the land. 

The most successful projects 
have been in Salt and Balqa in the 
past, but now they are mainly in 
the Irbid govemorate. The reason, 
according to the ministry, is that 
there are more farmers in Irbid 
who themselves work the land and 


spent until the end of 1986. - 

The loan was agreed on during 
Italian President Sandro Perrin? s 
visit to Jordan in 1983. 

Italy has also agreed to provide 
Jordan with $10 million in tec- 
hnical assistance, according to the | 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra. 

It said that the Italian team acc- 
ompanied by Jordanian officials 
and specialists are making field 
trips to various areas where Jor- 
danian projects are underway with 
Italian aid which include among 
others, the Aqaba Thermal Power 
Station, and the Jordanian Ports 
Corporation in the port city of 
Aqaba. 


Hussein receives message from Hasan Goulid 

Jordan, Djibouti to 
boost cooperation 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein Friday rec- 
eived a message from Djibouti President Al Haj 
Hasan Goulid dealing with bilateral relations. 


- aims of the organisation are dev- 
eloping and modernising mun- 
icipal and local institutions and 
developing and unifying leg- 
islations and regulations in rel- 
ation to municipalities. 

. :The organisation also provided 
municipalities with loans to enable 
them to implement their dev- 
elopmental project and enc- 
ourages cooperation and exc- 
hange of expertise among Arab 
cities. 

Speaking about the setup of the 
organisation, which comprises 
350 cities, Mr. Rawabdeh Said it is 
made up of two institutions: 

The- Arab Cities Development 
Fund which is based in Kuwait and 
the Arab Institute For Developing 
Cities, which is based in Riyadh. 


The message was -delivered by 
Djibouti Minister of Industry and 
Industrial Development Fahmi 
Ahmad Al Haj at an audience 
with the King at Al Nadwah Pal- 
ace attended by Chief of the Royal 
Court Maiwan Al Qasem and 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Jawad Al AnanL 

Mr. Haj later left Amman after 
a four-day visit in which he held 
talks with Dr. Anani and senior 
officials on economic and trade 
relations. 

Before his departure, Mr. Haj 
and Dr. Anani signed the minutes 
of their meeting’s document that 
calls for regulating economic, 
trade and technical ties between 
the two countries. 

The document calls for efforts 
to increase trade between the two 
countries, to use Dj ibouti as a base 
for reexporting Jordanian pro- 
ducts to East African, Red Sea 
and Indian Ocean countries and 
the continued exchange of trade 
delegations. It also calls for the 1 
setting of a permanent trade exh- 
ibition of Jordanian products and 


the export to Djibouti of Jor- 
danian agricultural products. 

The document also calls for the 
establishment of regular sea and 
air routes for transport of goods, 
development of cooperation in 
investment, using Jordan’s capital 
and experience for building hou- 
sing units, establishing a housing 
bank in Djibouti and studying the 
construction of an industrial estate 
complex. 

The document also calls for 
joint studies of industrial projects 
to manufacture insulating mat- 
erials, children’s food, plastic agr- 
icultural houses, textile and other 
industrial items. 

According to the document, 
Jordan wfll also send its doctors to ' 
Djibouti for developing health 
services there. 

In the field of economic rel- 
ations, the two sides agreed that 
the Central Bank of Jordan will 
grant the Central Bank of Dji- 
bouti credit facilities for buying 
Jordanian goods. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Haj described his visit 
to Jordan as fruitful and' said it 


culminated in promoting com- 
mercial exchange between the two 
countries. 

King Hussein expressed rea- 
diness and concern to enhance the 
existing ties between the two cou- 
ntries, he said. 

Mr. Haj said the talks he held 
here also resulted in promoting 
industries in Djibouti with the aid 
of Jordanian technical assistance, 
mainly building materials ind- 
ustry. He also said the talks cov- 
ered possibilities of increasing 
Jordan's exports to Djibouti, mai- 
nly cement. 

Commenting on possibilities of 
opening a maritime route between 
Aqaba and Djibouti Mr. Haj said 
“Djibouti represents the gate to 
Eastern Africa,” and Jordan- 
Djibouti sea link s will provide an 
entrance to the Kingdom’s ind- 
ustrial and agricultural products 
to Africa. 

“Djibouti’s free enterprise sys- 
tem and geographic location make 
it a vital point in commercial lia- 
ison among Jordan, the Red Sea 
countries and the Indian Ocean,” 
the minister said. 

His visit also helped convey to 
Jordan, Djibouti's need for Jor- 
dan’s technical expertise in the fie- 
lds of economy, industry and med- 
icine, be said. He found - Jordan* 
was willing to cooperate with Dji- 
bouti in such fields, the minister 
" concluded. 


project for neighbouring countries 
since it will organise land 
utilisation in support of 
development targets and as a 
mean for the conservation of 
environment 

The project which is expected 
to see the light by March 1987, 
will be fiaancedvby the 1 
government of Jordan with tS8' 
equivalent of $400,000 in local; 
currency, the Arab Gulf Fund 
(AGF) with $400,000, U.S. Aid. 
for International Development 
with $400,000 and a $80,000 
contribution from the UNEP for 
administrative cost 

The project will have long-term 
and short-term objectives. The 
long-term objective is to establish, 
on a sufficient scale, a model 
project for the rehabilitation of 
degraded rangeland in the low 
rainfall areas. * 



Alla, the Royal Jordanian Airfines, representatives 
and station managers from around the world meet 


during the opening of the Aba's biennial conference 
: in' Amman (Petra photo) 


Alia opens Airport Services Conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline has ope- 
ned its 15th biennial conference to 
review ways for improving air and 
ground services and providing 
more safety for passengers and 
luggage. 

The “Airport Services Con- 
ference — 1985,” was opened by 
AJia's Director General Mah- 
moud Balqaz who in a speech at 
the opening session, called on all 
Alia ground stations in 39 cou- 
ntries to take whatever measures 


necessary to ensure efficient and 
speedy services in airfields of ope- 
rations. 

AJia’s vice- president for ser- 
vices Akel Bfltaji said that the 
conference will draw up plans for 


station are being assessed sep- 
arately. and all matters connected 
with passengers, freight, catering 
services, luggage and safety of 
passengers are being thoroughly 
studied with the purpose of arr- 
iving at the most up to date met- 


the airline' s services in the coming . hods to be applied by the airline,” 
two years based on rec- . Mr. Biltaji added, 
ommenda Lions taken earlier for 

improving these services for pas- Attending the conference are 
sengers, air-freight, catering and representatives of Alia and station 
other related functions. . managers from 38 stations around 

“Services by each Alia ground the world. 


U.N. executing 2 projects in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The United 
Nations is currently executing two 
rural development projects in 
support of women in the Jor- 
danian country-side at a cost of 
$254,000, according to the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) Resident Rep- 
resentative Adnan Raoul 
In an interview with the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra,* he 
said the two projects aim to est- 
ablish two social centres at Sama 


Serb an and Diban. 

The centres will be manned and 
equipped by the U.N. and country 
women wfll be provided with 
sheep to keep and raise. 

As for UNDP projects during 
1982-1983, he said the most imp- 
ortant was a $45,000 training pro- 
ject where women were trained by 
local instructors on the mai- 
ntenance of electrical equipment. 

Other projects included the 
provision of technical equipment 


for Princess Sarvath Girls College 
and the financing of two kin- 
dergarten. nursing and home eco- 
nomics training course at the col- 
lege at a cost of $45,000. 

As for 1981-1982 he said 
UNDP contributed $250,000 to 
Princess Rahma Centre for Dev- 
elopment. 

The contribution included the 
provision of a consultant at the 
centre, provisions for studies and 
administrative assistance. 


University establishes centre for strategic studies 


fact, is done totally from gov- . follow the operations personally, 
ernment grants and, since 1982, The Irbid Govemorate includes 
about JD 500,000 were supplied ■ now about 70 per cent of the pre- 
fer fencing alone. The gov- sent projects. Another 20 per cent 


eminent also supplies stones, 
machines, transportation, and 
seedlings ax 50 per cent of the 
price. The formers for their part* 
supply their work or cash or both. 
The government asks for min- 
imum specifications, but some 
farmers want to do more, Mr. 
Rimawi saidL_ 

The programme is directed 
mainly to CTT,a1 ^ formers with pro- 


is concentrated in the Amman- 
Balqa Govemorate, and the rem- 
aining 10 per cent in the south, 
especially in TaSa where fanners 
are already used to their work and 

have experience. Growing fruit 
trees, the ministry said, ism fact a 
difficult task which needs qualified 
farmers. The ministry hopes to 
continue this project at least until 
1988... 


By Monika Warich 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan Uni- 
versity recently established a cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies. It was 
opened in 1984 and one of hs 
major aims, according to the reg- 
ulations issued by the university, is 
to study political economic, social 
and military aspects of issues aff- 
ecting Jordan and the Arab World 
and their future. 

Professor Kamel AbuJaber, the 
centre’s director,- told the Jordan 
Times that it is intended to build 
the centre up as a main regional 
centre for the study of issues con- 
cerning Jordan, Palestine and the 
Arab World as well as the U.S A., 
the. Soviet Union and European 
powers. 

In order to fulfill its objectives, 
the centre may delegate res- 
earchers from the university or 
elsewhere to conduct studies, 
carry out research and organise 
conferences, symposiums and 
courses on mailers of domestic, 
regional or international sig- 
nificance, according to regulations 
issued by the university. 

Publication activities will inc- 
lude the issue of angle research 
papers, handbooks as well as of a 
specialized periodical, the first 
edition of which is in preparation. 


Cooperation, coordination 

The centre works in coo- 
peration and coordination witb 
institutions of similar purposes. It 
has established relations with the 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
of the West German Free Dem- 
ocratic Party, which has an office 
in Amman . 

Within its short period of exi- 
stence, the Centre for Strategic 


world 

— Promote, at the various uni- 
versity departments, specialized 
studies on Hebrew, Soviet, Afr- 
ican and Asian affairs. 

International conferences 

Professor Abu Jaber, in his cap- 
acity as director of the centre, has 
recently contributed to several 
international conferences. He 
submitted a paper on the Iran- 


paring a conference on the str- 
ategic importance of the Red Sea 
in which aD countries bordering 
the Red Sea are to take part. It is 
scheduled to be held at the end of 
this year or early in 1986. 

The executive council of the 
centre is composed of eleven 
members, chaired by the Uni- 
versity president and including the 
centre's director. The other nine 
members represent the university 
faculties, other Jordanian uni- 
versities, government institutions 
and the private sector. The mem- 


of Investments in the Arab 
World” in New York. In a con- 


Studies has already carried out a Iraq war to a conference held by verities, government institutions 
number of activities. In February, the South East Asian Institute in and the private sector. The mem- 
a conference on “Jordan in the Singapore and he lectured on the here are appointed bv the Jordan 
1990S” dealing with strategic^ -Social and Political Implications Unrversity^siSntlor^ a vSmS 
ues was held with scholars from 0 f Investments in the Arab years, 
many countries taking part. A Wor ld” in New York. In a con- The executive council, sets the 
study of the Israeli political Pities ference organised by the Friednch centre’s plan and supervises their 
and election results from 1945 Ebert Foundation in Bonn, West execution as well as set the cen- 
onwards carried out by the cen- Germany he expressed Jordan's tre’s budget which is part of the 
tre s researchers was recently position concerning the Palestine university budget. The council 
completed and win be published question- reports annually on the centre’s 

soon. . Presently, the centre is. pre- activities. 


study of the Israeli political parties ference organised by the Friedrich 


and election results from 1945 
onwards carried out by the cen- 
tre’s researchers was recently 
completed and will be published 
soon. . 

This is in Hne with the further 
aims set for the centre by the reg- 
ulations which are in particular to. 

— Monitor, collate and doc- 
ument all events pertaining to the 
Palestinian cause, the Arab and 
the Islamic Worlds, 

— - Concentrate on Hebrew stu- 
dies and monitor, collate and doc- 
ument all events relating to Zio- 
nism and TsraftI, 

— Study and analyse int- 
ellectual social economic, pol- 
itical and military trends in the 


Ebert Foundation in Bonn, West 
Germany he expressed Jordan's 
position concerning the Palestine 
question. 

Presently, the centre is pre- 


BOOK SALE 
50% 

AL-WAHA 

Thurs. 14.3. - Thurs. 21.3. 
on all paperbacks 
At AI-WAHA stores 





Gorbachev takeover signals little change in 



ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Friday's 

Al Ra'i: Egyptian position changing? 

PRESIDENT MUBARAK of Egypt in his talks with the American 
adm inistr ation warned that U.S. interests will be in grave danger if no 
' speedy solution is found for the Palestine 'problem. This warning 
prompts us to ask whether the presidents statement was a mere 
expression of Egypt’s dismay over Washington's stand or whether 
Cairo intends to take the initiative for a new strategy to influence 
America's policies towards the Middle East. 

In either case, the new Egyptian stand is encouraging and marks a 
new important development, though only the future can reveal the 
actual intentions of President Mubarak. Vet the Arabs should rally 
behind Egypt and encourage it to take a leading role to influence 
America's policies and so reactivate efforts for solving the Palestine 
problem, despite the (J.S.-Israeli strategic alliance. 

The Arabs should prove to the Americans and the Israelis that they 
can act as well as warn or issue threats. They have to prove to the 
enemy that the Arab Nation holds the initiative and will do whatever 
it can to thwart Israel's attempts to liquidate the Palestine problem. 

.Al Dustour: Making Israel happy 

IT IS not surprising for Israel to voice its delight over Washington's 
reply to President Hosni Mubarak's proposals as presented to Pre- 
sident Reagan in the past week regarding new initiatives to solve the 
Middle East problem. 

Israel considers this negative stand as one that runs in harmony 
with its own desires and policies in the region. The Israeli leaders 
•considered Washington’s reply as an official U.S. policy encouraging 
them to maintain an aggressive policy and continue to deny the 
Palestinian people their right to their homeland. 

Israel and its ally, the United States, want the Arab Nation to enter 
negotiations with Israel without prior condition and without any 
guarantee that Israel will offer the Palestinians their rights. They 
both want separate negotiations,- hoping to deepen the rift among the 
Arabs, and above all Israel refuses to recognise the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation as a representative of the Palestinian people. 

In the, light of this situation, we find the Arab peace proposals in 
complete cfohttadiction with thd stands of both Tel Aviv and Was- 
hington. The Arabs seek a just and comprehensive peace based on 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 and seek to regain their rights 
in Palestine — something strongly opposed by the Arabs' enemies 
and their allies. If anything, the U.S. reply to Mubarak’s proposals 
has revealed the big gap between the two sides and leaves the matter 
forthe Arab Nation to decide on what to be done to establish justice. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Does this protect 
U.S. interests? 

WASHINGTON 'S DECISION to pull out its Marines from Leb- 
anon marked the first step in its retreat from the Middle East region, 
following the signing of the strategic alliance agreement with Israel. 
Since that first step, the U.S. has been continually retreating from this 
region but at the same time leaving matters more complicated than 
ever. 

Washington was not satisfied with preventing the Soviet Union 
from assuming any political role to end the Arab- Israeli conflict, but 
has been exercising pressure on European nations to prevent any 
contribution to resolving the issue. Thus the United States proved it 
is not only retreating from earlier promises for helping reestablish 
peace but also complicating things for those interested in it. 

Contradictions in U.S. statements vis-a-vis the Middle East were 
clear and manifest in what President Reagan says and what his senior 
aides believe Reagan has said i.e. that Washington has real interest in 
a Middle East peace and the recent Arab steps taken in this respect 
are conducive to such peace. His aides said however that Washington 
will not play a mediatory role and will leave it up to the parties’ 
themselves to arrange a settlement. This American retreat from the 
Middle East arena and total bias towards Israel can not protect U.S. 
interests nor can it absolve it from its responsibility. 

Thursday's 

Al Ra'i: Mideast tension suits U.S.? 

PRESIDENT HOSNI Mubarak's visit to Washington and his talks 
with the American administration have failed to dislodge the United 
States from its hard-line position and its total and blind support for 
Israel. 

President Mubarak had suggested that Washington hold talks with 
a Jordanian -Palestinian delegation in order to pave the way for 
solving the Palestine problem. In reply, Reagan said that his country 
would rather see direct Arab-Israeli negotiations. The Reagan reply 
does not only mean a total support for Israel's aggressive policies in 
our region but also a rebuff for President Mubarak's efforts that are 
aimed at establishing a just peace. 

Perhaps the American reply was in reaction to Egypt* s decision to 
involve itself with Arab issues designed to achieve success for the 
Arab efforts. It was also a stab in the back to the Egyptian president 
and an attempt to thwart all Arab tendency towards peace. This 
American reply openly reveals the intentions of the American adm- 
inistration to keep the Middle East in a turbulent situation for the 
benefit of Israel and its desire to see the Arab countries constantly 
divided and incapable of fulfilling any of their aspirations. 

Sawt Al Shaab: New unfriendly gesture 

IN A further manifestation of its hostility towards the Arab Nation 
and total disregard to Arabs’ attempts at reaching a just peace, the 
U.S. administration vetoed a Lebanese resolution c alling on the U.N. 

. Security Council to force Israel to refrain from committing criminal 
actions against the Lebanese people. The veto did not only mean a 
shirking by Washington of its responsibility towards stability and 
peace but also an encouragement to Israel to pursue its aggressive 
policies. 

By choosing this wrong stand the U.S, administration has thus 
opted to remain in the same trench with the Israeli enemy against the 
Arab Nation, which seeks to establish right and justice. The whole 
international community has condemned Israeli aggression and 
demanded a withdrawal of Israeli forces from South Lebanon, where 
Zionists have been committing massacres, but the United States 
continues to abet its ally to commit further criminal actions and 
eloquently expressed that at the council. 

As it retreats from its commitments towards establishing peace, 
the United States is goading its ally to commit more and more 
atrocities against the Arabs. But Washington is thus risking its int-. 
erests in the Middle East and its present policies are bound to make 
the U.S. pay a price that far exceeds what it is paying Israel now to 1 
escalate its oppressive policies in the region. 


By Sidney Weflaad 

Porter 

GENEVA — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s accesaon to the Kr emlin 
leadership may inject a softer tone 
into East-West relations, but no 
early Soviet switch on arms policy 
should be expected. Western exp- 
erts said Wednesday. 

NATO alliance analysts mon- 
itoring U^. -Soviet arms talks in 
Geneva rule cfat any quick shift in' 
foreign policy, but say they are 
braced for “window dressing" 
changes to present Kremlin pos- 
itions in a more attractive way. 


- Arab News 


Ultimately, the vigour and app- 
arent decisive oes of the new 
54-year-old Communist Party 
chief could tub off on foreign aff- 
airs and the arms negotiations, but 

this win be a protracted process, 
officials believe. 

Most analysts think Soviet pos- 
itions for the arms talk*, which 
reopened Tuesday after a 15- 
month break, were worked out 
long ago, apparently with Mr. 
Gorbachev’s personal inv- 
olvement. and are unlikely to be 
quickly changed. 

Chief Soviet negotiator Viktor 
Karpov disclosed here that Mr. 


Gorbachev presided over a mee- 
ting of the ruling politburo last 
week at which Soviet delegates 
received final instructions. 

“Gorbachev seems pretty well 
locked into the Soviet view of the 
negotiations, unless be has some 
original thoughts of which weare 
unaware," a senior official sakl- 

Other diplomats said Mr. Gor- 
bachev could be forced into a tea-, 
ppraisal if the United States pro 
duces major new proposals. 

The Soviet general secretary, on 
a visit to London last December, 
proved just as tough as other Sov- 
iet spokesmen in denouncing Pre- _ 


ffldent Reagan's plans for space- 

based defences, his Strategic Def- 
ence Initiative (SDI) as the pri- 
mary issue at Geneva, and that its 
efforts to halt the U.S. research 
programme wiS take priority over 
negotiations cm strategic and 
medium-range nuclear missiles. 

Diplomats in Geneva and oth- 
ers contacted in NATO capitals 
^aittinnpH agairwt thinking of Mr, 
Gorbachev as a “closet liberal” 
because of bis relative youth by 
Soviet leadership standards, his 
suave appearance and his direct, 
more open approach. 
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Haitian opinion leader's targeted for persecution 


HAITIAN AUTHORITIES sin- 
gle out potential opinion leaders 
for arbitrary arrest, torture and 
political killing. Amnesty Int- 
ernational said Wednesday. 

Journalists, opposition leaders 
and trade unionists have been tar- 
geted by the secret police and Pre- 
sident JeaD-Claude Duvaliei’s 
militia, commonly known as the 
‘‘ton to ns macou tes’ ’ (‘ 4 bog- 
eymen”). the worldwide human 
rights movement said in a new 
report. 

Most arrests and detention take . 


(ST).) the secret police. This bar- 
racks, near the presidential pal- 
ace, is one of the biggest buildings! 
‘in the capital Port-au-Prince. 

Some prisoners have been held 
for several yean without any pub- 
lic acknowledgement of their det- 
ention by the authorities. In the 
relatively few cases in which pol- 
itical prisoners have been given 
trials and these have been wit- 
nessed by international observers; 
they have not met international 
standards for fair trial 

Victims include those who stand 


place outside any legal ■ fra--° *£fof for hthHail rights as well is - 
mAworfc, 'without reforehed to . —people" suspected of " dhallengingf 
courts, constitution or law, the T ^tiVemmem 0 policy on other iss- 
report said. ues. Gerard Duclerville, a lay pre- 

, Until 1977, arbitrary arrest, tor- acher arrested in December 1982, 
ture and killing were widespread apparently for his work with the 
and indiscriminate, affecting tbo- poor, said be was beaten until he 
usands of victims, the report said, asked his torturers to kill him “and 
Since that time, most victims get it over; with”. Released after 
known to Amnesty International appeals from the Catholic Church ■ 
appear to have been chosen more in Haiti and other organisations, 

. selectively. “Disappearance” and he is reported to have needed skin 

death in custody, beatings and grafts and other hospital tre- 
other torture have not been rep- atment as a result of the beatings, 
orted on the same scale, but still The work of the only ind- 
occur - e pendent h uman rights group in 

Political prisoners are often the country, the Haitian Human 
held incommunicado for long per- Rights League (Ligue baitienne 
iods, naked or almost naked, in des droits bumains), was almost 
damp, dark and dirty cells in the completely halted after a violent 
Casernes Dessalines, hea- raid by men believed to be “ton- 
dquarters of the Service detectif tons macoutesT in 1979. The att- 


ack on a meeting resulted in the 
death of radio journalist George 
Michel from head injuries. Doz- 
ens of other people were reported . 
injured. Among thox beaten up 
were Salesian Fathers, in whose 
school the meeting was held. 

Hie report named political pri- 
soners known to have been in pri- 
son in recent years who have “dis- 
appeared” while in custody. 

It cited the testimony of a for- 
mer soldier and former policemen 
that prisoners were killed by str- 
angling at police headquarters and 
- -then bodies- then shot and dumped- L 
. ia areasrif Toft-ait- Prince known* 
for a high. urime . rate. Fonnerv 
members of the u teutons mac- 
outes” testified that arbitrary Itil- . 
lings are justified by those res- 
ponsible by describing the victim . 
asa“kamokin” (traitor) or as hav- 
ing “said' bad things against the 
government.” 

Many people are reported to' 
have been imprisoned for trying to 
flee-the country illegally. Amnesty 
International quoted eyewitness, 
accounts of such people being arr- 
ested and beaten until they were 
bruised and bloody after bad wea- ' 
ther forced their boat back to- 
shore. 

Among prisoners of conscience * 
whose cases are described in the 
report are Sylvio Claude, founder 


of the opposition Christian Dem- 
ocrat Party, members of his fam- 
ily, his defence lawyer, associates 
and aides. Others include new- 
spaper, radio and magazine jou- 
rnalists and publishers, and mem- 
bers of the armed forces said to 
have found in possession of opp- 
osition newspapers or accused of 
contact with the opposition. 

Anny . Sergeant Bienvenue 
Theodore, seized in 1979. is bel- 
ieved to be stifl - imprisoned wit- 
hout charge or trial after rebuking 
a soldier who said be wanted to 
\ 5 h 00 t strikers during a labour, dis- 
• SergeantTheodore was rcp- 
" ortediy accused "of being a traitor 
and plotting against the gov- 
ernment. 

Amnesty International said 
Wednesday that since its report 
was written, it had leamed of more 
arrests, including people who took 
part in church-run projects to help 
the poor. It received reports of at 
least 25 arrests in November 
1984, including experts working 
on rural development projects and 
. a protestant minister seized on his 
return from tbe U.S-A. The gov- 
ernment has released few details 
on these arrests, most of which are 
believed to be for non-violent act- 
ivity — Amnesty International 
news release. 


Lafontaine triumph could swing SPD to the left 


By Mark Wood 

Reuter 

BONN — The victory of anti- 
NATO radical Oskar Lafontaine 
in West Germany’s Saarland state 
elections may help to swing the 
opposition Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) to the left and on to a 
course of outright opposition to 
U.S. defence policies. 

Mr. Lafontaine. 41, Sunday 
swept a centre-right coalition 
from office to give the state its 
first-ever SPD government. 
Commentators Monday said the 
long-term impact on the party al a 
national level could be enormous. 

An advocate of West Ger- 
many’s withdrawal from NATO's 
military structure and the exp- 
ulsion of U.S. nuclear forces, Mr. 
Lafontaine regards his party’s pre- 
sent commrtmentto the alliance as 
outdated and dangerous. 

“A Lafontaine vicfoiy at this’ 
time, when the SPD' is still trying 
to find its role in the opposition, 
may push the' party irrevocably 


towards the neutralist anti- 
American stand he represents,”- 
one radio commentator raid. 

Western diplomats said Mon- 
day that Mr. Lafontaine' s triumph 
would cause unease among 
Bonn’s allies, but added that they 
were waiting to see if he dev- 
eloped his anti-NATO role. 

• 

The right-wing newspaper Die 
Welt Monday said Mr. Lafontaine 
would now use his right as state 
leader to address the Bonn par- I 
lament and to la ouch an ons- ! 
Iaught on West Germany’s tra-. 
ditional defence and foreign pol- 
icy positions. 

For the past 30 years, the major 1 
West German parties have shared 
a consensus on the country’s 
membership of the North Atlantic ' 
Treaty Organisation. 

But Mr. Lafontaine opposes tho 
SPD leaders who have supported, 
that course as much as he opposes 
the ruling conservatives. 

The gifted orator already has a 
devoted following among younger 
SPD members and party Cha- 


irman WQly Brandt, a former cha- 
ncellor. greeted his victory by des- 
cribing Mr. Lafontaine as being in' 
the forefront of a new generation 
of future leaders. 

Political analysts said the imp- 
act of Mr. Lafontaine' win would 
be increased by the defeat of for- 
mer Defence Minister Hans Apel 


a party moderate, ini Sunday’s 
state election in West Berlin. . ■ 
“Hje fact that Apel has done so 
badly will discredit the old guard 
in the SPD. ft malms I jdbntajae 
look all the more as if he has arr- 
ived on a white charger to rescue 
the parly from oblivion,” one dip- 
lomat commented. 


We now offer you a wide range of: 

Dining-room table sets from the famous 

AMEFA 

With different models, attractive designs, inc- 
luding special sets for children. Our products 
come in silver, silver-go 1 den, stainless steel 
forms. You can choose from a variety of 10 
different sets offered to yon at tempting pri- 
ces We have sets to salt all tastes. 


NEW IN AMMAN 

If you want to be served like being in a first class 
hotel, and five (ike being at home, at reasonable 
prices... pay us a visit: 
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1PXRT8TEL a-SoUA £2*1) 

Amman, Shmeisani: Tel. 668193/4. Tlx: 
23888 DAROTL JO. 

Giftshop, restaurant, health bar 

Luxuriously furnished airconditioned apartments 
kitchenettes 

Free: Ice cubes makers. Shoe-polish machines. 
Morning newspapers. Safe deposit boxes. Physical 
fitness room. Colour T.V. indoor movies. Other 
usual first class hotel services. 


AMEFA... the pride of European , industries 
AMEFA... does not rust and does not 
change colour over the years 
AMEFA... attractive models and of the' best quality 
AMEFA... the mark of confidence 
AMEFA... made in Holland. , . 

Available at: Liswi Centre (integrated! shopping 
centre) Yusuf Liswi (Jabal Amman — AearHaouz) 


They said he must be seen as a 
product of a deeply entrenched 
bureaucracy with rigid- views*and 
.that be wD] face resistance from 
the Kremlin “old guard" if be 
to introduce radical changes. 

Mr. Gorbachev is widely exp- 
ected to make his first moves on 
economic policy, a field that has 

.jagged for many years. , 

“I would be flabbergasted if I 
see any radical departures fotheir 
arms control policy,” a NATO off- 
icial said. . 

But die West should expect a 
gradual “repackaging" and pos- 
sible change of style in foreign pol- 
icy, “designed to show them less 
■hidebound, less turgid and rep- 
ellent.” , , 

TTiere could be problems for tne 
West if Mr. Gorbachev pressed a 

campaign to suggest a softer, more 

muanced line. 


Mi; Gorbachev 


was receptive to aew 
was questionable wMjp&tt--' 
earfy moves on foreign j»Bcy 
would have real meaning. 

Already, his dectiofl has ^n- 
xred renewed speculation abofo a 
summit meeting Mr. Reagan^ ,j?, 
The presidenti^Tnesdayho^^^ 
ready to meet Mr. 

“whenever weeatf*, bnute 
House said that afl the factors 
would have to be. weighed, esp- . 
ecialty whether a summit would be . 
beneficial to world peace. 

Western officials said such con- 
straints would also apply with Mr. 
Gorbachev. His predecessor,. 
Konstantin Chernenko, used tim- 
ilar language as American officials 
in saying a summit was desirable 
but needed careful preparation to 
ensure results. 


letters 

People can be much nicer 

To the Editor: 

I JUST felt a tremulous rage to jot down these few lines, to expose i 

and let out what has been smothering me for quite some tune. At 
• die «««* time, I fed that I have no right to complain, especially 
now, and deep inside me. 1 do believe that God wiB bestow bis 
mercy and blessing on me and relieve me of what is annoying me 

— the trouble is that there is no specific complaint, but an ove- 

■ ran : rfirariefarrirm with what is going on around me. ' 

especially when it comes to friends, family and people that cir- 
cumstances compel me to see and meet at the office or at home. 

God has been so merciful and has taken my hand and slowly and 
patiently led me onto the right track. I was an obedient and willing 
lamb and have accepted his guidance. There was hesitation at the 
beginning, but it seems that God, with his continuous care for 
.people, must have witnessed my misery and saw fit to help ami’ 
assist me. He must have seen signs of “goodness” in me, and saw 
that I deserved some of his mercy and b l essing. But people who 

are 4 goo<f seem to have no place on this earth and, believe you me, 

I taih out of a lot of experience. This kind of people are taken for 
granted are used, just like a machine, and as long as that 
machine is useful and in good condition, they go on using it, until 
the signs of “old age” appear, and finally when there is no hope at 
all of usurping machine any longer, it is put away and dis- 
carded off as trash. 

But a human bring is different in that when it is over-used and 
usurped it at least complain and ask for some kind of rest — - if 

be is blessed with a strong personality , he can raise hell at the risk 
of being fired — I think and agree that he should do that, esp- 
ecially, when he is deprived of his rights and what is lawfully his. 
He is entitledto respect and care — and money sometimes, I mean 
to say never, can or wiU compensate for the loss of self-esteem or 
dignity— 

Most often, he is being accused of negligence or slackness, while 
the poor thing is doing bis utmost to please and work bis health off 

— expecting a word of thanks and a sign Of gratitude — but “no 

a word of thanks has become too expensive and too difficult 

to utter — but what is cheaper and easier to do is pouring a long 
harangue of criticism. In either case that person is at the mercy of 
the whim of the man he is working for and people — njostof them 
have no time to praise and fose.time in petty words of thanks. 

What most people do have the time for ismoney - — lots and lots 
of it, time to accumulate it as fast as possible — they have become, 
so materialistic, that in their occupation and complete indulgence 
in that respect, they are apt to lose what God has Messed us with.... 
emotions for others and care for their feelings, and some have 
even sold their conscience to the devfl. Friends to these are friends 
as long as they are useful to them — even a family could become a 
scapegoat in the process for the search of that “Goal” ... These 
people intrigue mesometmies, and I ask myself if they think that 
all that pursuit for that material goal is worth it or not and the 
more they have, I have noticed, the greed for even much more 
becomes the only concern and aim in their lives... 

I am a great believer in the theory that man is basically born 
good. Many circumstances arise which might lead him astray and 
to cause him to shake hands with the devfl, who is willing to please 
and oblige.' Some are lucky and persist in k eeping 1 their good 
qualities — even when they pursue fortune and prestige. They do 
not deviate from the right track but try hard to become rich in the 
way God wants his creatures to lead. 

Hayat M. Aba ZekL, 
Amman. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, dining room and salon 
with telephone and central heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, behind Birds’ Garden. 

For arrangement, please call Tel: 679448, 667857 - 
Amman 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 
Date of Issuance of Invitation 16/3/85 
Tender No. 2/85 

1 . Aqaba Railway Corporation invites sealed bids - 
for the supply of 5 light inspection trolley and 17 ; 
powered gangers trolley including trailers. 

2. Interested bidders may obtain further inf-' 
ormation from the office of Aqaba S r 

- ^S^ARC^n^ft 50, Ma a £’ ‘^ ordan tTelex No. ; 
ez^ARC JO) after purchasing bidding doc- . 

3 ‘ 5? bidding document may be pur- 

, c £* sed a** 'nterested eligible bidder mw 

above address or from our representative at tty. ~ J 

SwS | D nd 8o upon payment ° f *: 

4 - sjsaai 

Sahel Hamzeh, 

Director General, 

Aqaba Railway Corporation. - V vV; 
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Community activities need better participation 


Talking 

straight 

Marwan 

Muasher 


FOR THE past twd, months, I 
have been involved in an act- 
ivity I feel is worth mentioning. 
It revolves around -a gtorrp cal- 
led the Amman Little League, 
.whose objective for -se yeraJ L 
years has been to organise sev-j 
eral sports teams (football; 
basketball and baseball) for 
age groups ranging from ele- 
mentary to high school. 

The kids playing on these 
teams do not beiongto any one 
particular school Interested 
parents sign up tjbeir kids for 
league {day for a nominal fee of 
ID 7. The league asks several 
companies in town to sponsor 
the teams for a promotion fee. 
Each kid is then assigned to a' 
team, and is given a uniform 
bearing the sponsor’s name. 

Volunteer coaches, usually 
parents, friends or just int- 
erested individuals, assume the’ 
responsibility of training the 
kids. The teams go through a 


regular season, during which 
practices are held, games p!a-> 
yed, and standings kept. In the 
end, all the kids get to have 
medals for their participation. 

The whole programme, so 
far as I can see, continues to- 
have tremendous positive res- 
ults on the children. It acts as a 
confidence booster for many 
who are otherwise relatively 
shy. It teaches kids, at an early 
age, not only about, say, bas- 
ketball, but more importantly 
about how to be a part of a 
team, how to communicate 
with each other, and bow to 
c hann el their individual con- 
tributions to the benefit of the- 
whole team. 

I write today, however, not 
so much to talk about the par-, 
ticulars of this programme as 
much as to point out to what I 
consider deficiencies in our att- 
itude as grown-ups towards 
taking part in community act- 


ivities. 

^ First, I want : to point out that 

\ the organisation of this par- 
ticular programme was done 
vary efficiently, and with rel- 
atively modest funding. The 
money came from companies 
operating locally. The courts, 
playfields and facilities were 
made available by local sch- 
ools. The kids all live in Jordan. 
The organisers, coaches, and 
parents are all people living in 
Jordan. 

In other words, the whole 
thing was done locally, with 
in-house capabilities. And yet 
there was one interesting phe- 
nomenon. Even though most 
of the participating kids were 
Jordanian, the percentage of 
Jordanian coaches, assistant, 
coaches or team mothers was 
m inim al- The percentage of 
Jordanians taking part in the 
organisation of the programme 
was almost non- existent 


This is by no means an angry 
reaction against such activities 
by foreigners in Jordan. On the 
contrary, such individuals are 
to be highly commended for 
putting their time and effort 
towards contributing to com- 
munity activities in Jordan. If 
anything, it is a shameful rem- 
inder to us as Jordanians, that 
we continue to be too lazy to 
.take the lead towards upg-. 
lading the quality of life here, 
or often too dependent on oth- 
ers to do so. If this sounds too 
harsh of a statement, it can best 
be proved wrong by more Jor- 
danians caring for their society 
by taking part in more public 
activities. 

The argument has been too 
often raised that the quality of 
life here is inferior to some 
other societies because of the 
lack of “advanced tec- 
hnology”, funding, resources. 


or the like. The programme 
that I have mentioned is a per- 
fect example, however, of an 
activity that does not need 
more than a little effort, wil- ■ 
lingness, and organisation. If 
some Jordanians approve of 
such activities by willingly sig- 
ning np their kids for them, 
there is little excuse for them 
not to initiate such and other 
activities forthebenefit ofiheir 
own lads, let alone that of soc- 
iety. 

We have been known to be 
apathetic about public affairs 
in general. Our sense of bel- 
onging certainly leaves much to 
be desired. Granted, we sotn- 
' etimes may have rason for such 
apiathy, but for this lack of int- 
erest to extend to our homes is 
verging on the ridiculous. 

Jordanians in general are not. 
used to participating in com- 
munity affairs. Where clubs are 


present, they are few in num- 
ber, often exclusive, and cater 
for the needs of few. Charity 
organisations exist, but many 
lack proper organisation or 
prosper only because of the 
efforts of few dedicated mem-, 
bers. 

In the area of child dev-, 
elopment, little work is done. 
The Ha>a Arts Centre is ' an 
example of an institution att- 
empting to contribute in' tins 
field, but it is obvious that we 
need many more such att- 
empts. 

A big part pf the problem is 
-that parents have .traditionally 
relied on schools and the gov- 
ernment for providing children 
with the proper education and' 
facilities for their- dev- 
elopment. It goes without say- 
ing that with the proper res- 
ources, neither schools nor the . 
government can fill the void, 


properly. It- is an arena where - 
the private sector, whether in 
the form of individuals, groups 
or institutions, can and should 
help. 

The point that cannot be 
overstated here is that we need 
to devote more of our time and - 
effort for public affairs. We 
cannot continue to only com- 
plain about life here or shrug 
out shoulders off and expect 
thing s to improve on their own. 

We have been rightly accused 
of being a society too obsessed 
with seriousness. Among'other 
reasons, being too indulged in 
only work is not usually a rea- 
son for one to be cheerful 
about. Participating in com- 
munity activities, .and better 
yet, helping organise them, 
may do more than upgrading 
the quality of life of our chi- 
ldren. It may even do wonders 
to our own. 


T Hies- 


Channel 6 Preview 


By John Boteler 


Hollywood — heaven for some 


"THIS UNIQUELY American 
’industry” claimed Charlton Hes- 
ton, as he used the “Tribute' to 
Alfred Hitchcock” last Wed- 
nesday. to plug the American Film 
Institute. This programme, so long 
and eagerly awaited by this col- 
umn. turned out to be a sad dis- 
aster. The opening clip should 
have warned us, A scene from the 
early 1960’s series “Hitchcock's 
Half-Hour" had the master wel- 
coming us*‘to darkest Hollywood. 
It’s so quiet you can bear a name 
drop." And hear them we did. 
After a stream of famous and not 
so famous film personalities had 
told us how many films they had 
acted/prod uced/cdited or wha- 
tever. justifying their free meal 
with a wave and a “Hiya Hitch," 
ne were treated to an insane ten 
minutes during which a clutch of 
other personalities passed the 
microphone and spotlight on to 
each other, with each one only 
having enough time to introduce 
the next. It represented nothing so 
much as an insane game of "pass 
the parcel' with a live bomb. Hig- 
hlight was when it was Sean Con- . 
nerys turn, and old- Alf was seen ' 
leaning across tfie ^Gregory Peek! 
and whispering frantically. Mr. 
Connery immediately enlightened 
us: "Who’s that, he asks? If s me 


Hitch!” Well, thanks Sean, but if 
' he really was asking who you were 
then I doubt that "If Sme" really 
helped him much. What was more 
likely was that he was asking how 
much longer he was to be sub- 
jected to this torture. Quite some 
time yet, I'm afraid. He yet had to 
suffer a French producer who apo- 
logised that his English was not 
very good, and then went on to 
prove it. For those who managed 
to stay awake the last five minutes 
of this grisly charade were a shi- 
ning gem in this rusty tiara. Hit- 
chcock, who spent most of the 
programme looking unc- 
omfortably, lumbered to his feet 
and delivered a speech that in con- 
tent, wit. pacing and most telling, 
dignity, was streets ahead. of any-- 
thing and all that had gone before. 
Like his art so the man. 

"This uniquely American Ind- 
ustry.” As an exercise in P.R., this 
was an unfortunate remark. Ger- 
many not only produced the first 
films ever made, but also provided 
all the early cinema pioneers in 
America. France was a cinematic 
giant at the beginning of this cen : 


himself). But uo: “Uniquely 
American”. So be it Perhaps Mr. 
Heston had in mind that uniquely 
American cinematic experience 
suffered by stars and producers 
alike; the black list From Charlie 
Chaplin to Joseph Losey all felt 
the dark hand of Senator Joseph 
McCarthy and his Senate Com- 
mittee of Unamerican Activities 
in the 1950's. Those producers 
who didn’t stay in Hollywood,! 
contributing to the endless glut of 
ideologically 
"safe” films which helped make 
the fifties such a depressing dec- 
ade for the cinema, fled to Eur- 
ope. Losey himself made a whole 
sequence of successful films (The 
Servant, Blow-up, The Go- 
Between) far away from Tinsel 
Town. The McCarthy purges had 
their root of course in the per- 
secution- of Alger Hiss (“Con- 
cealed Enemies", Tuesday 9:10). 
Mr. Hiss served as an advisor to 
President Roosevelt at the Yalta 
conference and later became dir- 
ector of the Office of Special Pol- ■ 
itical Affairs in the State Dep- 
artment. Last week's .episode. 


tuny, and today is still a major (which I only managed .tq see due 
force. Evfen pborold England hasn't© friend? 

occasionally had its two- Belinda - — for : .^mcq.. many 
pennies-worth to offer, (Hit- thanks) demonstrated graphically 
xhcock was, of course, British— the paranoia of the times of Ame- 


WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU TALKED ABOUT 
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL PLACE YOl HAVE VISITED? 


• . a uji i v * 

' * -i • v i ■ 


iMoc.Vr-r. 





WE INN I IT YOU AND YOl R HUES IS IO A MOM 
ATTRACTIVE SCLNKRN 01 AMMAN BN NIGHT W I III 1 
DINING AT THE TOWER REST \l RAN I OK OMAR I I. 
KHAYYAM 

L\ ERVmiNT; SEEMS DIM I Ri M FROM THE 23RD 
MOOR 

WE HAVE PREPARED AND DESIGNED EVERYTHING TO 
SPIT EACH AND EVERY f NS If 

A MEMORABI E EVENING I OR EVERY GUI SE 

- OCR MAIN DINING ROOM CAN TAKE 100 PERSONS. 

WE HANDLE PRIVATE PARTIES \\D SPIT I NI 
OCCASIONS. 

- PARKING IS FREE. PLEASE GET VOIR PARKING 
TICKETS FOR ST AMPING VI THE REST Al RAN I 

- WE DEAL WITH VISA AND AMERICAN EXPRESS 
CARDS. 




THE TOWER RESTAURANT OF OMAR EL KHAYYAM — TEL. 34034 - 






•if 




WE PRODUCE IT BECAUSE YOU NEED IT 
CARRY HOME KAROUNE PRODUCTS 



rica towards Communism. Hiss's 
old friend is sacked by the law firm 
he works for owing to their abject 
terror at being seen to be involved, 
in any way with a Communist 
When Hiss asks why investigating 
committee doesn't delve more 
deeply into whether Chambers/ 
Crass! ey, "a self-confessed liar, 
spy and traitor” was ever an alc- 
oholic or had been in a mental 
home, rather than just taking his 
word on the subject they reply 
that Hiss’s accusations are a "typ- 
ical Communist smear". We also , 
see that Nixon displayed, from an ' 
early age, a fond predilection for 
secret tapes and covert sur- 
veillance. (We don't harass hap- 
less civil servants or "bug" tel- 
ephones in England, of course!) 
For my money, Hiss is innocent 
.Not only does it seem a bit unjust 
to expect him to remember exactly 
what happened to his car fully twe- 
lve year before, but someone as 
shifty looking and ugly — ext- 
ensive dental work or not — as 
Chambers simply has to be a bad 
’un. But it is worrying the way that 
Hiss prevaricates and dodges with 
.hi? punctiliously “legal" answers. 

wests .episode^ is called". 
. <k Accusation'?. No doubt aUeve- 
ntually will be revealed; aided by a 
fine musical score and a broody, 
tense atmosphere, this series is 
looking very promising indeed. 

But then it needs to be, san- 
dwiched as it is between “Star of 
the Family” (8230) and “Har- 
dcastie and McCormick” (7:15). 
The former’s "comedy" label is 
surely open to a prosecution under 
the Trades Description Act. This 
week Jennie gets angry when 
Daddy encourages Duggie’s rom- 
ance with some girl, but gets ann- 
oyed with Jennie going all soppy- 
eyed over “The Boy-Next-Door”. 
Lots of going-on about women’s 
rights, but it sounds to me more 
like a case for early bedtime and 
no hot milk -for the entire family! 
“Hardcastie and McCormick” is 
almost as ridiculous. The sight of a 
geriatric judge and a bot-rod dri- 
ver trading wooden dialogue and 
bad jokes, and playing childish 
games with each other is com- 
plemented by a car chase every 
seventeen minutes, and old, pre- 
dictable plots. Last week saw a 


reworking of films such as Dirty 
Harry’s “Magnum Force”, and 
“Star Chamber” — the police 
becoming judge, jury and exe- 
cutioner. Hardcastie thwarted the 
evil old men who rode about town 
on their Harley Davidsons, blo- 
wing away all and sundry, by the 
simple means of getting himself 
.patched into Nationwide T.V. 
This week no doubt, he will bec- 
ome quarter-back in the super- 
bowl, as be tries to find out who 
-murdered a football player in 
•“Third down and Twenty Years to 
One thing does puzzle me. 
With all these dangerous criminals 
around, how come McCormick 
can always leave bis car unlocked 
and with the key in the ignition? 
The answer, probably, is that he is ' 
a member of either the Gambino, 
Cantaloupo, or Colombo families, 
who, according to “Crime line.” 
(Sunday 9:10), now own -all of 
America, and possibly the entire 
Western world. Last week saw 
their widespread practice of loan- 
sharking (does this explain Rea- 
gan's hiking of interest rates?!), 
how they control all refuse- 
collection, ("as long as thejukeep 
•it clean I don’t care who wDecta- 
the garbage"), weddings aim gar- 
ment Industries coast-to-coast. 
What was even more chilling was 
how their control over Newark. 
New Jersey, "skimming" of pro- 
fits, and wholesale corruption 
were a direct cause of the race- 
riots there in 1970 and the eve- 
ntual death of a once-thriving city. 
Tomorrow’s episode is the last in 
the series — “The Future Of Org- 
anised Crime”. The illegal supply 
of narcotics has presented opp- 
ortunities for lucrative pro- 
fiteering last seen in the days of 
the prohibition. However, the 
huge demand for illegal drugs has 
spawned independent criminal 
organisations amongst other eth- 
nic American groups. Does the 
rapid rise of such new — and equ- 
ally ruthless — criminal forces 
represent a serious challenge to 
the Mafia establishment? W31 a 
struggle for supremacy in the nar- 
cotics market result in escalating 
violence? And what are the future 
implications for the already 
hard-pressed law enforcement 
agencies? Not veiy good, I sus- 


pect. 

The rest of this weekend's ent- 
ertainment has another episode of 
“Orson Welles’s Great Mys- 
teries” at 8:30 tonight — “The 
Dinner Party”. The feature film at 
10:15 is “The Double Man”. Yul 
Biynner plays a CIA agent who is 
trying to find out the cause of his 
son’s death. It’s a spy thriller with, 
apparently, some novel twists. 
The bald hero is helped through 
the dangers of the pikes by bou- 
ncy Britt Ekland. 

Apart from “Crime Lac”, tom- 
orrow has “Don't Wait Up” at 
8:30. This week poor old Mad- 
eleine is absent again from Lat- 
imer Senior’s office and Tom has 
the bright idea o.f getting his mot- 
her to work as Iris father’s sec- 
retary. It’s good to see that he is 
getting his own back on the evil 
lawyer Harvey Cramer. At 10:15 
there's “Scarecrow and Mrs. 
King” where Amanda and Lee get 
involved in a nasty business inv- 
olving guttural East Europeans, 
fat cat bankers and instant chi- 
cken. 

This week’s episode of “Duty 
IYee” (Monday 8:30) is “Bed- 
room Farce”. Amyps suspicions 
are aroused by David and Linda's 
midnight swim, and stolid old 
Robert also begins to suspect that 
they’re up to no good. I would 
have thought that it was obvious 
from the first episode. In “Sorrel 
Son!'. (9:10), while .Kit goes 
strength fo strength at the 
hospital the re-emergence of 
Maurice Petreath leads him to a 
reunion with Molly. But her ind- 
ependent ways and views on 
Women's Liberation only bring 
him sadness and confusion. It’s 
time for tissues and long faces at 
10:15, with the last episode of 
“The Yellow Rose”. A killer from 
Chance's past comes to the ranch 
seeking revenge and bent on mur- 
der. Wul he succeed? Will the Yel- 
low Rose Ranch be bought up by 
J.R. Ewing? Whatever, I just hope 
and pray ifs not replaced by 
“Love Boat”! 

In “Up the Elephant and round 
the Castle” (Wednesday 8:30) 
chirpy Jin’s Sunday lie-in is con- 
stantly interrupted by friends. Cor 
blimey, wotcher mate, this is all a 
bit how’s-your-father, innit? 
There’s a documentary at 9:10, a 
co-production between BBC and 
Jordan T.V., on the earth’s phy- 
sical resources. A gloomy, but 
much needed, warning about the 
falling reserves of oil, the sha- 
meful waste of food, and pollution 
of the seas and forests. Where 



Riding off into the sunset — “The 
have all the flowers gone? Killed 
by arid-rain. No shortage of res- 
ources in “Hotel” (10: 15) of cou- 
rse. All the guests appear to stay in 
the ultra expensive suites. All the 
guests we see, that is. Which is just 
as well. Witnessing the things that 
the well-heeled get up to each 
week ifs lucky that we are at least 
spared the sordid goings-on of the 
hoi polloL This week Christine 
gets lumbered with Mrs. Cabot’s 
vfie nephew (hurray), and Billy, 
fresh from his triumphs of last 
week, gets his come-uppance 
when his dying father turns up at 
the hotel “Gee. Dad,* that's too 
bad, but perhaps I can help. Jas- 
mine sweet is generally used for 
kicking the bucket, and I do bel- 
ieve ifs free. Ifs your-luckyday!” 

. In “Three's Company” (Thu- 
rsday 8:30) this week Jack' and 
Janet want their apartment rep- 
aired. Manager Mr. Furley is wil- 
ling, but there's no budget for 
maintenance. Pressure on Furley’ s 
brother Bart — the scrpoge-like 
owner of the building — backfires 
into Hurley’s being fired and Jack 
unhappily installed as manager. 
Cindy has a bright idea and the 
underdog emerges winner. At 
9:10 there’s a feature film — 
“Gideon’s Trumpet” starring 
Henry Fonda, Jose Ferrer, and 
Fay Wray, still going strong after 
evading the amorous clutches of. 
King Kong all those years ago. 
This made for T.V. movie is bared 
on the award-winning book by 
Anthony Lewis, the real life story 
of Garence Gideon (Fonda), a 
drifter with little education who 
was arrested in the early 1960’s 
for breaking and entering. The 
supreme court decided that he was 
entitled to a lawyer, even though 
he could not afford to pay for one 
himself. 

The inimitable Ronnie Barker 


Yellow Rose”, Monday 10:15 
continues to shine in his superb 
portrayal of stammering Ark- 
wright in “Open All Hours” (Fri- 
day 8:30), beset by his nephew, 
Granville, and a vicious, man- 
eating till. This week, despite 
being kept at arm's length by 
Nurse Gladys, he has never lost 
hope that love will finally triumph. 

But his optimism is dealt a rev*- 
blow when an old dame ot hers 
arrives and is met with open arms. 
“Murder She Wrote” at 9:10 sol- 
diers on while at 10:15 there's a 
real rave from the grave- “The 
Anatomist” is a BBC play-- 
of-the -month and concerns itself 
with the juicy subject of Burke 
and Hare. In the early nineteenth 
century medical science was a bit 
short of donor cadavres. The paw- ' 
ers that be turned a blind eye to. 
body-snatching (the exhumation 
of recently interred stiffs). How- 
ever, Burke and Hare got tired of 
all that spade work and thought 
that progress would be better ser- 
ved with still-warm samples; so 
they entered in on a phase of quick 
murder and speedy despatch. 
Yum, Yum. 

If you are still not satisfied then 
there is still Channel 3 “That's 
Incredible” (Tomorrow, Sunday, 
6:10) has loads of the bizarre and 
the ridiculous. Last week starred a 
racoon called Roxy, who painted 
abstracts and washed up aft- 
erwards, “Trauma Centre” ent-. 
hralls on Tuesday' at the same 
time, as does “Moonfteet” on 
Wednesday. Blackbeards dia- 
mond is hidden in h well in Car- 
isbroke -castle. Unfortunately the 
castle is full of French prisoners- 
of-war and guarded day and night 
by a strong garrison. John and 
Elzevir must take great care as 
they search for the jewel. Have a 
happy week. 
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Dirani drives Nissan to Jerash Rally victory 


Text and Photos 
By P.V. Vjvekananrf 
-j £ - Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nabil Dirani and co-driver Gordon 
Almond Friday drove their Nissan RS 240 to victory 
in the Rothmans- Jerash Rally, the first of three nat- 
ional rallying events of the season. 


George Khayyat (co-driver 
Kieth Ferry), clocked 51 minutes 
and 0.2 seconds to Dira»?$ 50 
minutes and 30 seconds in an ide- 
ntical car and was placed second, 
followed by Haitam Mufti (co- 
driver Bill Gwynne) in a Daihatsu 
-Channant. 

Hamed Ghazi (co-driver Nabil 
•IDabbas), came in fourth in an 
Opel Manta with a timing of 51 
minutes and 36 seconds and Suh- 
aQ Marar (co-driver lines' Saw- 
aiha) fifth in aToyotaCoroUa GT. 

Etnad Jabri (co-driver Mu’awia 
Zabian) clinched sixth place in a. 
- Daihatsu Channant and the Dat- 
sun 160J of Ghazi Zeitoun (co- 
driver Hisham Zeitoun) was pla- 
ced seventh. 

Nabil Karam, a renowned rally 
driver since 1981 when the sport 
was seriously taken up and org- 
anised as a regular event by the 
Royal Automobile Club (RAC), 
secured eight place in 56 minutes 
and' 3} seconds, despite a minor 
disaster during the early stages of 
the race. Karam' s car went off the 
. track and had to be pulled out and 
placed back on course resulting in 
the enthusiastic driver losing some 
five minutes. 

Others who finished Friday’s 
event were (car, co-driver and tim- 
ing in brackets): Mithkal Asfour 
(Volvo. 244 — Nocola Bilien — 
51:55). Ibrahim Bisharat (Toyota 
Corolla — ‘Khader Kassrr — 
58:10). Yazid Abu Jaber (Audi 80 
LS — Ibrahim Karaghossian — 
1:01:14), Hassan Alaeddin 
(BMW 320 — Mohammad Sha- 
ban — 1:02: 12). Ousama Jabbour 
(Daihatsu Charmant — Walid 
Mujaher — 1 :03:05), Salah Safo 
(Fiat 131 — Omar Shahin — 

. 1 :04:08), George Haddad (Toy- 
Ttii Celica — - Fawzi Sawalha — 
k.v M’zen Khabbazeh 
(Peugeot 604 — Jamal Kha- 
bbazeh — 1:14:59), Rafa'at Jabri 
(Fiat Ritmo. — Yousef Daoud — 
1:25:47) and Nihad Rizk (Toyota 
Land Cruiser — Ad nan As' ad — 

1 : 30:42). 

One of the highlights of Friday’s 
event was the relatively high num- 
ber of participants who managed 
to mal^e it to the finish line. 


Eighteen of the 24 cars flagged 
off from the RAC at one-minute 
intervals survived the gruelling 
223 kilometres to the Jerash Vis- 
.i tor’s Centre and back, man- 
oeuvring through the twisty, mou- 
ntainous tracks' near the King 
Talal Dam and the dense woods of 
Dibbin. 

George Haddad (co-driver 
Fawzi Sawalha). one of the early 
favourites to win the event, suf- 
fered a major setback in a special 
stage near the Zarqa River when 
his Toyota Celica GT went off the 
track and landed in a ditch. 

“ I guess it was due a misjudge 
on my pan." Haddad cold the Jor- 
dan Times. “I took a curve a little 
too fast and the next thing we were 
stuck in a ditch." 

However. Haddad managed to 
put the vehicle back on the track 
but not before some 15 precious 
min utes were wasted. 

The mishap cost him the rally, 
as his overall standing, which was 
in the top three before the car 
went off the track, dipped to the 
last hum or three. 

“I am now out of contention." 
Haddad said during the break at 
Jerash. “Only for the sake of fin- 
ishing am I continuing the rally." 

Most drivers, including the dri- 
ver of an RAC vehicle which took 
journalists through the “special 
stages” . agreed that it was driving 
skill rather than machine power 
under test on Friday. 

“The tracks did not really pun- 
ish the cars." said Suhail Marar. 
one of rhe prominent rally drivers 
in Jordan. “Everything depended 
on how the driver could man- 
oeuvre through the sharp curves 
and uneven roads." he said. 

“ In some other parts, the tracks 
were slippery, making it difficult 
for the driver to keep an even 
pace." 

Friday’s event was split into two 
phases. The first phase included 
five “special stages" through Kas- 
arat Naour, Zai. Beka'a, Alouk, 
and across River Zarqa to the 
King Talal Dam and Dibbin bef- 
ore reaching the Jerash Visitor’s 
Centre. 

The first car, Haddad's Toyota.- 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
CONTRACT 66/85/M2 

Water Authority of Jordan invites all contractors 
who purchased the tender document 66/85/M2 of 
MAFRAQ Water and Sewerage Project to collect 
addendum No. (1 ) from the tender department at the 
Water Authority's main office in Amman. 

Eng. M.S. Kilani 
President 
Water Authority 



Nabil Dirani’s Nissan RS 240 (top left) winds its way along a 
special stage route near King Talal Dam followed by George 
Khayyat in an identical car (top r^ht) in Friday’s Jerash Rally. 
Runners-up Khayyat relaxes during a break between special 
stages (bottom left). Even a Volkswagen Beach Boggy (bottom 


right) took part in the ralty, the first rallying event of the season 
in Jordan, aloogwith other cars ranging from Toyota Celica, 
Volvo, BMW and Austin to Moms Mini and Toyota Land 
Cruiser. 


was flagged off at 9-30 a.m. from 
the RAC. However, because of 
the mtshap near the river. Haddad 
was delayed and the first car to 
reach Jerash was Khayyat’s Nis- 
san. 

The second phase was the ret- 
urn leg to Amman which started at 
2.30 p.m. when the cars were fla- 
gged off from the ancient Roman 
city. Khayyat was in pole position 
at the start of the second phase, 
according to regulations which 
stipulate that cars which led the 
timing score in the fust phase will 
be the ones leading the start-off in 
the next phase. 

- In the second phase ihe speoefT 
stage at Zai was eliminated bec- 
ause of visibility considerations. 

All cars, with the exception of 
those which broke down en route. 


returned to the RAC, the first car 
arriving at 4.30 p.m. Provisional 
results were announced one hour 
later. 

One of the notable absentees 
from Friday's event was David 
Jepson, who won the National 
Rally Championship last year. 
Jepson' s Talbot Sunbeam was 
delayed at London Heathrow air- 
port because of shipping pro- 
cedural problems and the veteran 
driver had to be on the sidelines 
Friday in the absence of his veh- 
icle. f 

This did not discourage the Bri- 
tish driver though. He was seen 
totting a camera and encouraging 
the drivers with a“ V” for victory 
sign near a special stage through 
the dusty hillside off the King 
Talal Dam. 


Ran da N abuts! (co-driver Nar- 
iman Shtayeh), the only female 
driver in Friday’s event, did well in 
the first phase, but had to abandon 
the race towards the end because 
of a mechanical problem that hit 
her Morris Mini 1275 GT. 

Michael Saleh, a seasoned rally 
driver from Kuwait, was also seen 
busy Friday giving advice to Nabil 
Karam, who was driving Saleh's 
Opelj Ascona 400. Saleh, who 
drove a Toyota Celica to fourth 
place in the Qatar leg of the 1985 
Middle East Rally Championship 
in January, has switched cars. 

Saleh described the route sel- 
ected by the RAC for Friday’s 
event as "excellent”. 

"The terrain included in Fri- 
day’s rally demands the best of the 
driver’s skills," he said. “ Having a 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT- 

Consists of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
kitchen, two bathrooms, veranda, separate ent- 
rance, garage, private telephone, independent cen- 
tral heating. 

Location: Shmeisani - Villa Rosa Street near U.N. 
building. 

Call Tel: 668882, Amman 


ROMERO’S 
The Italian Restaurant 
Part lllof our games - Tonight! 

Find out your ability to be 
a railway station master 

Tel: 44227 - 10:30 - 3:30 and 6:30 - 12:00 

Take-away service now available 


Jordan defeats Qatar* 
in World Cup match ,» 

AMMAN cJr.Tj -'JonUa’s Worid Ci<pc 

with a victory against Qatar m as Asian Gwap One awAnoup B 

victory through team AJ Taty wto#reredtte*$f 
goal of the match in the 40th minute of the second half- . - 

A magnificent header by AI Taty from a comer 
Awad^ve Jbrdan a much needed triumph against ' . 

^Jordan dominated the second half with sab sritate Ra teb Al Daaod 
playing a leading rote in Jordan’s continuous pressure at the Qatari 

**°Qater wbo arrived here Wednesday nigh* had a tough two-weeks 
training period in Saudi Arabia playing varfons teasKfa jwepnatioa 
for Friday’s match, but found a determined Jordanian side a tongfa . > 
P»f fri^wA.(jatar is also reputed to he a leatfiog softer power In the *7 

^25,000 spectators were treated to a briffiant display of footballby 
both teams, bat the Qataris seemed to weaken in the sw -wndln ggn^ 
Jordan a golden opportunity to score their first ever world Cop 
victory. 


Toleman pulls out of Formula One 


LONDON’ (R) — British motor 
racing team Toleman said that 
they were withdrawing from the 
1985 Formula One World Cha- 
mpionship. 

The announcement follows 
months of negotiations which 
have failed to secure Toleman 
motorsport a tyre contract for the 
forthcoming Grand Prix season. 

“It’s a hard and soul destroying 
decision to take, but one which- 
we' re forced into,” Ted Toleman, 
the group’s chairman, said. 

Toleman added: “No-one. for 
reasons best known to themselves, 
is prepared to supply us with tyres, 
following the withdrawal of Mic- 1 
he Lin from racing last year and, 
with no tyres, companies are not 
prepared to support the team 
commercially." 

Toleman motorsporf s decision 
will come as a big disappointment 
to Sweden's Stefan Johansson — 
already named by the team for the 


1985 season — and Northern Iri- 
shman John Watson, who was, 
planning a Grand Prix comeback' 
with Toleman this season. 

Watson, winner of five Grands 
Prix, was unable to find a place in 
last year’s Worid Championship - 
after being replaced by McLaren 
at che end of the 1983 season. - 

Toleman managing director 
Alex Hawkridge said that it was 
clear the Toleman team “were not* a 
wanted in Formula One. 

"We have beaten all the big 
names except McLaren and we 
have obviously become an emb- 
arrassment. According to one sou- 
rce we have become too com- 
petitive. " 

Hawkndge added: “It’s taken 
ns four years to fight our way to 
.the front in Formula Ooe and 
now. just when we are in a pos i t ion 
to win races, this happens. Nat- 
urally, I'm disappointed and very 
angry." « 


■powerful car does not mean much 
when you are faced with slippery 
curves and uneven slopes." 

Jerash Rally event was the first 
of three National Rally Cha- 
mpionship Rallies. The other two 
are scheduled to be held in May 
and November. 

Id addition, the Jordan leg of 
the 1985 Middle East Rally Cha- 
mpionship is slated to be. held in 
July wheD participants from the 
Gulf Arabs states and possibly 
Cyprus will match their skill aga- 
inst Jordanian drivers. 

“In fact, we have adopted int- 
ernational standards for all nat- 
ional rallies." a senior RAC off- 
icial told the- Jordan Times. “ It will 
help our drivers to upgrade their 
performances and provide valued 
experience," he said. 


Cosmos expelled by NASL 


NEW YORK (R) — Professional 
soccer in the United States, ree- 
ling from financial problems, took 
a step towards extinction Thu- 
rsday when the North American 
Soccer League (NASL) expelled 
the New York Cosmos, it’s most 
popular team. 

The league’s interim president, 
Clive Toye. said the board of dir- 
ectors had voted to expel the 
Cosmos for failing to honour a fin- 
ancial commitment for the 1985 
outdoor season. 

He cited the Cosmos’ decision 
not to post a $150,000 letter of 
credit by last December 25 as 
being *a handicap in the league’s 
efforts to attract new member 
clubs’. 

The action effectively ended 
hopes that the league could draw ' 
up a viable schedule for the new 
season. Only three teams — Tor- 
onto, Minnesota and Tulsa — 
have committed to play. 

J “The action against the Cosmos 
is part of our general, overall reo- 
rganisation," league spokesman 
Jim Henderson said. 

A statement said “an ann- 
ouncement on the future plans of 


the league will be made soon." 

The Cosmos' official position 
was that they would have no - 
comment, coach Ray Kliveckqtf 
. told Reuters by telephone. But he' ' 
added the matter was m the hands 
of the club's attorneys. 

"Right now I'm just talking to a 
gentleman who represents a 
bunch of players m Europe. As a 
coach, Tm proceeding with my 
schedule to get realty for outdoor 

competition.” he said. 

The team had already ann- 
. ounced plans for a 15 -game series 
of" friendly matches with int- 
ernational teams outside the aus- 
pices of the North American Lea- 
gue. 

The Cosmos brought the league 
credibility by signing such int- 
ernational stars as Pele, Franz 
Beccenbauer, Trevor Francis and. 
"Carlos Alberto. They won more 
championships — five — than any 
other team in the league’s 15 -year 
history. 

In the late 1970s they drew as 
many as 78,000 fans to league 
matches while also packing their 
stadium for games against top int- f 
ernational clubs. y* 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Second floor, two bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
veranda (overlooking garden), central heating, hot 
water throughout the day and telephone. 

Location: Dahiyat Al Hussein. 

For more information call: 26964 or 664669 


FOR RENT 

a) Furnished apartment consisting of one bedroom. 

b) Unfurnished apartment consisting of one bed- 
room. 

Central heating and telephone 
Location: JabaJ Amman 
between 3rd and 4th Circles. 

Tel: 41443 


FOR SALE 

Used but in excellent condition and at a con- 
siderably low price: 

Bedrooms, dining room set, sitting room furniture. 

Pis. call tel: 666459 any hour from 9:00 a.m. Sat- 
urday, March 16 till Monday evening, March 18. 


TO LET 

Unfurnished or (Furnished if Wanted) two bedroom 
apartment with an "L”-shaped living/salon, dining 
room, two bathrooms, separate central heating and 
a big storeroom. 

Location: End of Abdullah Ghosheh street, 

7th Circle 

Please call 44972 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. • MJdngtt 
Td. 38968 . 


TOURISTT 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman '( 
Opposite Aktlah Hospital. 

PEKING DUCK A ' 
FlAMtNG POT FONDUE . 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 

VISIT SOON! 

Qpen daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 

Tel. 41093 






CHEN’S 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 



Engineers' Housing 



Estate, near Kilo 



Supermarket 



Mongolian Barbeaue 



for lunch FRIDAY 



Tel: 818214 



Come and taste our . 



specialities 



Open daily 



12:00 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 p.m. - MMnigM 



CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

move hqmmi 


The . first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take’ - away service ava- 
. ilable 

'Open daily'll 30 '*3:30- and &30 
11:00 ' ! 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding. 
International moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 






Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

677420 

night hawks 

(Colour) 

Performances 3:30, 6: 
8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 

(MKISSEiN 

Tel: 22117 

CONAN THE 
DESTROYER 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-5:30-6 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 25155 

VISITING HOURS 


(Colour) 

3.-30 6.-00 8:30 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema. 

OPERA 

THE LAST 
AMERICAN 
VIRGIN 

AbdaM. behind ALIA offices 


Cinema 

PRISTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- BEiCHAK 

2- KONG FU LAD' 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-7 


Cinema 


Tel: 22198 

LAWARIS 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-5:30-8 


★ ★ ★ Cae- Theatre* 

Philadelphia* 

^ ? 


✓ 


• * 

- •’ '• — . . .. * * 

Show* at M0/6/8J0/jp,» * 

TB. 34M4-34M9 - - * 
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‘ Man of Progress’ 




WASHINGTON (USIA) — Dur- 
'*-<? . , ing Egyptian President Hosni 

■ *5 ^Mubarak’s visit to the United Sta-. 

tes, the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Egypt and the 
■i:.t , Egypt-U.S. Business Council 

honoured the president with the 
.“Man of Progress Award." 

In accepting the award March 
13. President Mubarak said the 
cooperation of the American and 
Egyptian business communities 
“symbolised the partnership we 
want to establish and cement bet- 
ween our two peoples." 

Dr. Richard Lesher. president 
of the United States Chamber of 
-Commence, who presented the 
''award, said that a Man of Progress 
is" a man of his word, and a m an of 
his deed." 

In his acceptance speech Pre- 
sident Mubarak said, “contrary to 
■ what many people here think,' we 
don’t want our bilateral relations 
to be based on need.” He added, 
“in fact, we hate to see our eco- 
nomy dependent on foreign aid at 
all." 

“We have to seek help from our 
friends for a temporary phase until 
we put our economy back on 
track," he said. He pointed out 
that Egypt’s entire infrastructure 
must be rebuilt. 

“We want you to be our par- 
tners in this process of tra- 
nsformation." he said. This will 
require, he said, the sharing of 
^schnology and know-how. 

’ President Mubarak stressed 
. that Egyptian investment opp- 
ortunities. “are very good by any 
standard." He also stated, "There 
i5no retreat, whatsoever, from the 
open door policy." 


He stressed a number of his 
government's priorities including 
the creation of hew jobs, inc- 
reasing exports and the eli- 
mination* of waste. He noted, 
“The government cannot do all 
that alone." 

“The level of U.S. business par- 
ticipation falls short of our exp- 
ectations," Mr. Mubarak said. He 
does not believe the level rep- 
resents “the capacity of the Ame- 
rican business community." and 
that “there is no reason for hes- 
itation or over caution." on the 
part of potential investors. “We 
are fighting the red tape and bur- - 
eaucracy. Come fight with us," he 
said. 

The award took the form of a 
large piece of crystal etched with 
an eagle. An eagle was chosen, 
according to Mr. Lesher, since it is 
the symbol of both Egypt and the 
United States. ‘ 

Mr. Sultan Abu All, the Vice- 
Chairman of the Egyptian Inv- 
estment Authority, also spoke at 
the dinn er, as did former U.S. 
Senator Charles Percy. 

The Egyptian president was 
given “The Man of Progress 
Award" for the decade since "his 
understanding of the needs for a 
strong, private economy, inc- 
reased efficiency in government 
and financially sound economic 
policies have raised hope for a new 
era of progress for the people of 
Egypt." 

Commenting on Mr. Mubarak's 
remarks about Egyptian red tape 
and bureaucracy, Mr. Sultan Abu' 
Ali said the government is doing 
its best and “we hope more will be 
done in this respect." 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early part ot the day 
finds it necessary for you to use a considerable amount 
of tact and diplomacy in all of your relationships, so be 
cautious. The evening is much better. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You can avoid arguments 
where business is coneraed in the morning, and by even- 
ing, you can be very happy. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Don’t get into any new 
activities during the daytime, but can expand some in 
the afternoon. Your intuition is on target. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Be very particular 
about any business affairs you handle today and then 
tonight, be most charming with a loved one. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Some associa- 
tion matter could be annoying during the daytime, but 
f take it. easy pnd tonight tilings work out. 

LEO (J.uL 22 to Aug. 21) You have to be c on scie n tious 
in handling business affairs and avoid any problems that 
could arise otherwise. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Forget that extragavant 
spending for pleasure during the daytime and later you 
can get something worthwhile accomplished. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Find better ways of 
establishing harmony at home and be more affectionate 
with kin Enjoy pleasant company. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Fine day to get all those 
boring tasks handled and then in the afternoon you can 
be with fascinating friends. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Try to avoid ad- 
ding to expenses today and be more economical. Han- 
dle correspondence in the evening. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Your personal af- 
fairs are not going as you wish, so turn to something 
else that you can handle efficiently. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Worry will not drive 
awaj r that problem, so do something constructive about 
it. Your mate is not in a good mood. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Avoid that friend who 
likes to monopolize your time and make you feel nervous. 
Be with someone you like this evening. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she can 
easily comprehend the woes of mank i n d and should have 
the education slanted along the lines of alleviating such 
problems and a fine career can be enjoyed during the 
lifetime. One to whom learning is easy. 


THE Dsuly Crossword by James ItBums 


ACROSS 
1 FwtoMdMi 
5 CnrruKBM 8**n 
10 Paquoifs 
■Upper 

14 Actor Rieftani 

15 Rofellviof 
beano 

16 Hidden spy 

17 Affectations 

18 Heating aid 
of old 

20 Oeaotate 

22 Attitudes 

23 Carafe 

24 Denominations 
27 Wacounfeerafty 

30 Article 

31 Send off 

3$ Msdifevoas 
cWd 

36 AntBlas 

33 Musical ending 
38 Food 
41 Is ambitious 
43 Soybean 


44 Mot* caustic 

46 Wiftar Haiuoff 

47 Grastty 
bnptemti 

48 Turin Ola 
48 “—In Anne" 

(Roberts) 

SI FlfldG 

53 Sewma 

54 Coftaaorstesr 
56 Hikinglyro's 

condition 
62 Tattoo and 

65 Offshoot 

66 -of Man 

67 Opaospacaa 

68 Makeover 

69 Waflnpporf 

70 Iraqi port 

71 Smattan* 
materials 

DOWN 

1 Fimivevater 
duck 

2 Ex ch a n ge 


• i «a TneuM m> ss-ut **- 
' am (boat* Re*«n*d 


4 Break open 

5 OU prefix 

6 Bangs* Ires* 

7 Roadt 

a Baseball IIM 
9 Correlative 
TO Shot end shea 

11 social dances 

12 Assay tram wind 

13 Stake* 

19 Raises 

21 Crept quietly 

25 Oatnud 

26 Mon concise 

27 Blasted women 

28 Grant as hue 
29 'Kind of car 

31 School whi. 

32 Forestar 
mariner . 


Yasttrday'* Puzzfe Satind: 


aaaa aiuaa naciu 

QCltia LJOllIU G1HHJJ 

_hqu 0 naan oaau 
tiDsaonaanra aims 
0000 uaaaaa 
DH0DH hoseih 
13013 CICTflQl 0(3001! 
HHIiHOH 00013000 
0HO1! 11000 □□□□ 
00000 000U00 
,001300 00013 ° 

JH00 liiouoa 00 000 
00130 H00fl 00000 
DJtfUtS 00013 00000 

ana ggaa 00000 


3 Sheriff Andy 

Taytab deputy 


$4 Fake Jewelry 
37 Produce 
40 KWa'pfe 
Ingradfent 
42 Brooklyn 


45 Cfentieman 

burglar 

50 Small tavern 

51 Guevara 

52 Kind of energy 
54 Stood bM 

of I 
85 


56 fcehoawvar. 

57 PobrvaMcfe 
50 Mythical Gr. 

mountain 
BO Lift 
81 Satires 

63 Hackney 

64 Macaw 



Will new British budget revitalise economy? 


LONDON (R) — British Finance Minister Nigel 
Lawson delivers his second budget next Tuesday 
under markedfyie^ favourable circumstances than 
a year ago, when he was hailed by the ruling Con- 
servatives as a radical reformer. 


’A costly coal miners’ strike, just 
ended, and a sterling crisis at the 
start of the year have limited the 
prospects for major tax cuts her- 
alded by Mr. Lawson as his fav- 
oured method of revitalising the 
economy. 

Financial institutions are inc- 
reasingly critical of his attempts to 
hold down public spending, ind- 
ustry is alarmed by a rise in real 
interest rates to record levels and 
members of his own party have 
attacked the absence of an 
exchange-rate policy. 

The convention by which Bri- 
tain's chancellor of the exchequer 
goes into purdah -like retreat in 
the weeks before the budget has 
helped to shield him somewhat 
from a deluge of unsolicited adv- 
ice on how to slice the fiscal cake. 


Some of the severest strictures 
have come from within his own 
ranks. The Tory reform group cas- 
tigated the government 1 s “ill- 
ogical" economic policies in a 
pre-budget brief. 

The group called on Mr. Law- 
son to bring in a budget that would 
create jobs for some of Britain's 
3-1/4 millio n unemployed by spe- 
nding at least £2 bQlion ($2. 1 5 bil- 
lion) on a selective public inv- 
estment programme. 

“It is not a question of affording 
to tackle unemployment — it is a 
question of affording to continue 
to tolerate it." the Conservative 
pressure group said. 

“We shall, of course, be told 
that such a course carries a risk of 
higher inflation. The alternative, 
to do nothing, carries the certainty 


that the situation will worsen fur- 
ther," the group added. 

Indications are that Mr. Lawson 
win reject any such course of act- 
ion. A public expenditure policy 
document published in late Jan- 
uary showed he was budgeting for 
an inflation-adjusted drop of alm- 
ost 1-1/2 per cent m public spe- 
nding in the coming year. 

The paper acknowledged that 
spending this year was well above 
target, a development that has 
worried the financial world which 
believes it has contributed to the 
weakness of sterling. 

At around SI -OR, the pound 
stands just above a record low of 
SI. 036 when Mr. Lawson del- 
ivered his first budget speech. 

Mr. Lawson has chosen to wait 
until the budget to reveal the full 
cost of the one-year pit dispute. 
Government officials have hinted 
it will be well over £2 billion (S2.2 
billion) and private economists 
have put the cost at £3 billion 
(S3.3 billion) or more. 

Economist Gavyn- Davies of 
London stockbrokers Simon and 


Coates said in a recent article that 
Mr. Lawson was likely to respond 
to the sterling crisis with a def- 
ensive budget. 

This would include lower public 
expenditure and a reduction in 
planned tax cuts of up to £1 .5 bil- 
lion (SI. 6 billion) that Mr. Law- 
son had hoped to announce this 
year. 

Mr. Davies said Mr. Lawson's 
objective would be to impress the 
markets enough to bring down 
interest rates from the record real 
levels to which they were hoisted 
earlier this year in an attempt to 
prop up sterling. 

“This negative approach would 
simultaneously put at risk the 
economic recovery on which this 
government politically depends ... 
and would expose the gov- 
ernment’s strategy to be nothing 
more than one of old-fashioned 
deflation," Mr. Davies said. 

One of Britain's top four banks. 
National Westminister, has adv- 
ised Mr. Lawson to reject the def- 
lationary approach and instead 
deliver a modestly expansionary 


budget. 

The mood surrounding the 
budget was one of "muddle and 
uncertainty* 1 , said the bank’s eco- 
nomic adviser Mr. David Lomax. 

His pre-budget report advised 
Mr. Lawson to raise his public 
borrowing requirement — the gap 
between government income and 
spending — slightly from the £7 
billion (S' 7 A billion) set last year. 

This would feed economic 
growth of about three per cent a 
year, promote a strong balance of 
payments and' keep inflation at 
around five per cent — “a com- 
bination which is as good as the 
historic experience of the U.K.. 
during the post-war boom." 

Treasury sources say. in Mr. 
Lawson's defence, that he faces 
greater uncertainty than usual' 
about the movement of economic 
variables such as exchange and 
interest rates and oil prices. 

His budget is likely to assume a 
small rise in the value of sterling 
against the dollar in 1985-86 and a 
drop in domestic interest rates. 

Aside from the advice Mr. Law- 



Nigd Lawson 

son is gening on how to juggle the 
nation's balance sheets, bus- 
inessmen are also cal ling on him to 
build on his record as a market- 
oriented reformer. 

The Forum of Private Business, 
grouping small firms, has said its 
members may have to lay off wor- 
kers if interest rates remain high. 
It also wants Mr. Lawson to sim- 
plify employment rules and reg- 
ulations to enable them to expand. 


Lebanon’s pound finally cracks under strain 


BEIRUT — Since the outbreak of 
civil war in Lebanon in 1975, the 
country’s only apparently ind- 
estructible asset has been its cur- 
rency. Now even that is cracking 
under the strain. 

Since February the Lebanese 
pound has been falling to a new 
lows against the dollar and pro- 
voked a leading Beirut academic 
to predict that any further det- 
erioration of the economy could 
provoke " a social explosion which 
will make the present anarchy m 
west Beirut look like a bar room 
brawl". 

The precipitate fall in the value 
of the pound inevitably means 
higher inflation and a further dec- 
line in living standards in a country 
where up to 80 per cent of goods 
consumed are imported and 
where a third of the workforce is 
either without a job or seriously 
underemployed. 

This is compounded by the fai- 
lure of the euphemistically termed 
“Government of National Unity" 
to reconcile the warring factions. 
Until that happens the gov- 
ernment will be able to raise only a 
fraction of its revenue req- 
uirements and the central bank 
will have to continue printing 
money to pay the bills. 

Economists and bankers here 
estimate that mflation last year 
•ran at a rate of about 50 per cent 
or so — about twice the official 
estimate. 

By the middle of this year there’ 
is a real danger that- Lebanon 
could be in the same league of 
hyperinflation and currency dep- 
reciation as Israel or Bolivia. But 
it has little chance of outside ass- 
istance unless the government can 
assert itself. 

In this context the bomb blasts 
outside three Beirut banks rec- 
ently — claimed by the Islamic 
Jihad (Holy War) “Brigade for 
Protecting the Poor in Lebanon" 
— could be a dire portent. 

Whether the attacks were car- 
ried out by religious extremists, 
left-wing agitators or any other 
elements in the belief that they 


have a vested interest in the total 
destabilisation of Lebanon, the 
explosions were a clear protest 
related to the remorseless dep- 
reciation of the pound which sta- 
rted last year and alleged spe- 
culation by banks, which should 
know better. 

When President Gemayel was 
sworn into office in September 
1982 following the assassination 
of his brother Bashir SI was worth 
L£4.32. This was not an unr- 
easonable rate considering the 
ravages of conflict which left more 
than 100,000 dead and had red- 
uced gross domestic product by 40 
per cent in real terms before the 
Israeli invasion. 

The average rate of dep T 
reciation of the pound up to the 
end of 1982 was “about equal to 
the difference between domestic 
and foreign rates of price inf- 
lation." according to Dr. Nasser 
Saidi. a Lebanese professor of 
economics at Geneva University. 

However, the fatal blow was 
delivered in February last year 
when the Shfite and Druze mil- 
itias wrested control of west Bei- 
rut from the army — splitting it in 
the process — following six 
months of curfew and heavy- 1 
handed authority from the ess- 
entially Christian-directed Leb- 
anese forces. 

lit 1983, exports dropped by 
- half and net income from services 
was down by 40 per cent. Wea- 
pons purchased after President 
Amin Gem ay el's accession to 
power at a cost of SI billion had 
already been a major drain on 
public finances and are estimated 
by his opponents to have caused 
S2 billion worth of damage. 

Be that as it may. the 
confidence-shattering events nea- 
rly a year ago occurred as rem- 
ittances from expatriate Lebanese 
began to dry up. The recession set 
in in the Gulf and expatriate Leb- 
anese showed their declining faith 
in their country’s future by placing 
reduced savings elsewhere. 

Lebanon’s balance of pay-- 
raents, perenialiy in surplus until 


19S2. sustained a deficit of $930 
million in 1983 and one of $1.4 
billion in 1984. 

Last year the central bank’s for- 
eign exchange reserves dropped 
by $1.2 billion with the decline 
almost wholly accounted for by 
$520 million used in currency 
support operations and $763 mil- 
lion to meet the government's for- 
eign exchange requirements. That 
left $620 million at the end of last 
year, only enough to cover public 
sector imports of fuel, wheat and 
sugar until the early summer with 
nothing to spare for any more 
support of the pound. 

Earlier last month reserves 
were down to $350-400 million, 
according to Mr. Dany Chamoun, 
son of Finance Minister Mr. Cam- 
ille Chamoun and deputy leader of 
his National Liberal Pqrty, who 
cited his father as his source. 

With commodity imports run- 
ning at $60-70 million a month, 
the reduction lends credence to 
the belief that the government is 
still using foreign currency to buy 
weapons. 

In December, the International 
Monetary Fund advised the cen- 
tral bank to stop providing foreign 
exchange to pay for public sector 
imports. No other source of dol- 
lars jsjmraediately in sight-t_ . _ 

Lebanon's gold reserves.of 9.2 
million ounces remain sacrosanct, 
the only cover for the battered 
pound. Equally critical is the gov- 
ernment’s financial position. 

In 1984. its deficit was L£9.1R 
billion, almost as much as pro-, 
jected expenditure. It was covered 
by a L£6 billion increase in bor- 
rowing from the central bank and 
a L£3 billion net rise in out- 
standing treasury bills now yie- 
lding a 16 to 18 per cent interest 
rate payable up front. 

Their sale has been made pos- 
sible by excess liquidity in the 
banks as a result of the banks lac- 
king other sound lending opp- 
ortunities. But even at such yields 
they are becoming reluctant to 
subscribe. The fact is that revenue 
in prospect this year may well not 



be sufficient to redeem gov- 
ernment paper and interest on it. 

Control of the ports is of fun- 
damental importance and at the 
heart also of the underlying pol- 
itical malaise. 

Last year customs duty should 
have brought in about L£3 billion 
but receipts for the state were only 
about L£400 million because the 
bulk of imports passed through 
the “illegal ports” — Sunni Mus- 
lim dominated Tripoli in the 
north, Jounieh in the Christian 
heartland and, until recently, Bei- 
rut port’s fifth basin. 

If a coherent will to save the 
situation could be formulated then 
it might just be possible to mob- 
ilise the necessary financial aid 


and balance of payments support 
required, in particular the $1 .6 bil- 
lion pledged in 1979 by the Arab 
oil producers but never paid. 

Other development funds ple- 
dged by Western European don- 
ors can be of little use in the 
short-term. 

All sane Lebanese aware of the 
basic economic facts agree that 
there can be no salvation without a 
political solution and the res- 
toration of security in all areas 
theoretically under government 
control. 

At this crucial juncture, mea- 
nwhile. any major outbreak of 
civil strife since the first phase of 
the Israeli withdrawal from the 
area around Sidon could wreck 


the prospects of a lasting rec- 
onciliation for ever and reduce 
Lebanon indefinitely to desolate 
Third World poverty — Financial 
Times news feature. 

Cocoa t alks fail 

GENEVA (R) — Talks on a new 
international cocoa agreement 
ended Friday with producers and 
consumers still divided over price 
levels for a paci aimed at sta- 
bilising the volatile world cocoa 
market, delegates said. The talks, 
which started on Feb. 19 involved 
70 countries which account for 
most of world trade in the com- 
modity. The present accord exp- 
ires at the end of September . 
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Peanuts 


THEY TOOK OUR CLASS 
ITD A "TINY TOTS 1 ' CONCERT 
i TOPAY..IT WAS IN A BIS 
AUPiTORlUM POUJNTOWN 


THE AUPITORIUM HAP 
LONS ArSLE5 WITH 
A REP CARPET... 


WHAT WA5 YOUR 
FAVORITE PART OF § 
CONCERT? 






Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 
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'Today's mail... 5,000 gas bills and 5,000 
apologies for a computer malfunction." . 


Andy Capp 


GUESS WHO'S JUST 
ARRIVING- -<] 
UNCLE HARRY ^ 
AND AUNT EDNA-/ 

A 



scmepsople.' fancy 

CCYWNG ALL THIS WAY 
r- ON THEIR BIKES AT 
THEIR AGE: , 




I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

rHYIC 



~TT~ 

:h 





MOCTE 


n 


u 


FACSIO 

« 

mmmm 




USUlEVfl 

wm 

■ 

■ 


il 


WHAT HE SAIC? HER 
NEWHEAPSEARWA5. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the: above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow] 


Jumbles: UNITY FOIST OPAQUE SPLICE 
erctay Answer. What a wise cracker does— FLIPS QUIPS 
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Belgium approves deployment 
of 16 U.S. nuclear missiles 


BRUSSELS (R) — Prime Minister Wilfried Martens 
sii tM In a prepared statement to parliament Friday 
Belgium has approved the immediate deployment of 
16 new U.S. nuclear missiles in its territory. 


His announcement ended five 
years of uncertainty whether or 
when Belgium would honour its 
commitment to site the cruise mis- 
siles as pan of a NATO plan to 
counter Soviet SS-20 missiles in . 
Europe, officials said. 

Earlier Belgian Defence Min- 
ister Freddy Vreven told reporters 
after a crisis meeti ng of the cabinet 
'late Thursday night: “Belgium’s 
commitments will be respected." 

The -missiles were due to have 
been installed by Friday under a. 


1979 NATO plan to deploy 
medium-range missiles in t five 
West European nations. 

But the issue of whether to dep- 
loy deeply divided Belgians and 
caused severe tensions in the 
four-party centre-right coalition 
government of Prime Minister 
Wilfried Martens. 

Mr. Martens said Thursday 
night the decision of the cabinet 
had been unanimous but it would 
not be formally announced until 


parliament bad been informed 
later Friday. Sources dose to the* 
government said the missiles were 
Okely to start arriving soon. 

Of the five West European sta- 
tes due to deploy only the Net- 
herlands has still not decided whe- 
ther to go ahead. 

An anti-nuclear wing of Mr. 
Martens Social -Christian Party 
had held up the decision on dep- 
loyment while the rest of the party 
and the three other coalition par- 
tners had been pressing for imm- 
ediate siting of the weapons. 

The government faces a con-* 
fide nee vote on Monday which 
could still go against it if members 
of Mr. Martens* Flemish party 


S. Africa denies bail to 8 opponents 


DURBAN, South Africa (AP) — 
A court denied bail Friday to eight 
leading opponents of apartheid 
three days after the United Nat- 
ions Security Council condemned 
South Africa for charging them 
with treason. 

Eight other defendants in the' 
case had previously lost bail app- 
lications. The government still has 
not said publicly what they are 
charged with. 

In South Africa, one can be 
imprisoned while under inv-. 
estiganou or if authorities suspect 
one might be likely to violate a 
law. Police do not have to say why 
or whether someone has been det- 
ained. 

The eight who were denied bail 
Friday are members of the United 
Democratic Front (UDE), a- 
multi-racial coalition opposed to 
the system in which 5 million whi^ 
tes dominate and deny the vote to 


22 million blacks. 

Among tbe accused appearing 
before Durban regional court 
Magistrate T.L. Blunden was. 
Albertina Sisuiu, 66, an' 
internationally-known opponent 
of apartheid. Her husband. Wai- 
ter, is serving a life sentence for 
trying to overthrow the white gov- 
ernment. 

■ Mr. Blunden rejected arg- 
uments by Defence lawyer Ishmail 
Muhammad, who said tbe arrest 
warrants did not specify what all- 
egedly treasonous act tbe accused 
had committed. Mr. Blunden said 
the law did not demand this. 

Others in court were the Rev. 
Frank Chikane, 34, social worker 
Cassim Saloojee, 49, mathematics 
-instructor Ismail Muhammad, 54, 
and trade unionists Sisa Njikalani, 
29. Sam Kikine, 36, Isaac Ngcobo, 
36, and Tbozimile Gaweta. All are 
black, except for Saloojee. who is 


classified as Asian — of Indian 
descent. 

On Tuesday, the Security Cou- 
ncil called on South Africa to wit- 
hdraw the charges. The gov- 
ernment responded that the arr- 
ests reflected police work and not 
politics. 

It was the first time under the 
administration of President Ron- 
ald Reagan that the United States 
joined in the world body’s con- 
demnation. Tbe United States 
under Mr. Reagan has friendly 
relations with South Africa and 
previously abstained from U.N. 
denunciations of this country. 

-No trial date has been set for the 
apartheid opponents, and Nobel 
Peace Laureate Bishop Desmond 
Tutu has wondered aloud if aut- 
horities hoped to use drawn-out 
court procedures to keep opp- 
osition leaders locked up. 


Nicaraguan rebels get new missiles 


ON THE NICARAGUAN- 
HONDURAN BORDER (R) — 
Nicaraguan rebels have acquired, 
several surface-to-air missiles to 
counter Soviet helicopters ope- 
rated by the Nicaraguan army, 
their military commander said. 

Enrique Bermudez, com- 
mander of the U.S.-backed Nic- 
araguan Democratic Force 
(FDN), told reporters the missiles 
were small, portable and could be 
fired from a bazooka. 

He declined to specify what 
type they were, how many the 
FDN had, where they had been 
obtained or who had paid for 
them. 

He was speaking at the PON's 
field headquarters in a jungle area 


along the Nicaraguan-Honduran 
border to reporters taken there on 
condition they did not reveal its 
location. 

"We would be fools if we did 
not to do something to fight back 
against the Soviet helicopters, 
which could really hurt us,” Mr. 
Bermudez said. “We will use the 
missiles as soon as the Sandinists 
deploy the helicopters.” 

FDN chief Adolfo Oalcro-. -who 
lives in Miami, said in November- 
that Nicaragua had received 12 
Soviet MI-24 Hind helicopters, 
which have been described as fly- 
ing tanks and are regarded as hig- 
hly effective anti-guerrilla wea- 
pons. Mr. Calero said Soviet for- 
ces in Afghanistan had used I 


Tamil leader says action 
by India is inevitable 


MADRAS, India (R) — Sri 
Lanka’s main Tamil political lea- 
der believes intervention by India 
is inevitable to solve the island’s 
ethnic crisis. 

Appapillai Amirthalingam, sec- 
retary general of the Tamil United^ 
Liberation Front (TULF), said the' 
split between Sri Lanka’s majority 
Sinhalese and minority Tamil 
communities was destabilising 
the South Asian region. 

Sri Lanka is involved in a gue- 
rrilla war with Tamil mQrtants 
wanting a separate state in the 
north and east of the island. Tamil 
leaders have charged Sri Lankan 
security forces with a number of 
atrocities during the war leading 
to a flight of refugees to India. 

"Indian intervention will bec- 
ome inevitable if the present sit- 
uation in Sri Lanka continues.” 


Mr. Amirthalingam told reporters 
here. 

He suggested India might take 
action si miliar to its intervention 
during the turmoil between East 
and West Pakistan when Indian 
troops crossed into East Pakistan 
leading to the creation of Ban- 
gladesh. 

Mr. Amirthalingam said ref- 
ugees were becoming a problem 
for India and it needed to create a 
situation to allow them to return 
home. 

Asked if Indian action against 
Sri Lanka- would set off sup- 
erpower rivalry he said the United 
States and other nations were unl- 
ikely to get involved in the issue. 

"I don't think the Western 
powers are interested in creating 
another Vietnam,” Mr. Ami- 
rthalingam said. - 
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TOO MANY HIGH CARDS! 


North-South vulnerable. S 
deals. 

NORTH 
♦ K 103 
C A962 
4 AQ 109 2 

*K 

WEST EAST 

• 64 *95 

<7 74 <7 KQ1Q53 

4 875 0 KJ4 

♦ QJ 9832 +1054 

SOUTH 
+ AQJ872 
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Put 

2 0 

Pass 
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Put 
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Put 

5 ♦ 
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5 
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Opening lead: Seven of S7. 

Most of us grumble chronically 
about the bad cards we hold. When 
this band was over, East could com- 
plain that he held too many high 
cards, • 

North's jump to four clubs was a. 
splinter bid showing the values for 
game and a singleton club. That 


stirred South enough for him to 
make a dub-cue-bid, and tbe spade 
slam was soon reached. 

East might have made life easy 
for his partner by doubling the Gve 

heart cue-bid, but West found the 
lead anyway. Declarer was Richard 
Popper of Wilmington, Del- and he 
would have preferred any other 
lead. He waa reluctant to have to 
rely on the diamond finesse for his 
slam, so he won the ace ot hearts, 

cashed tbe king of clubs and crossed 
to hand with the jack of trumps. 
After ruffing his low club, he over- 
took the king of spades and proceed- 
ed to run trumps. 

He reduced dummy to four 
diamonds and East, who had been 
having some trouble finding 

.discards, kept tbe king of hearts 
and three diamonds. When declarer 
cashed the ace of dubs. East was 
forced to discard a diamond, for he 
had to keep bis king or hearts to 
cover declarer’s jack. 

Reading the position perfectly, 
declarer exited with his heart East 
was forced to win and lead away 
from his king of diamonds into tbe 
table's ace-queen tenace. 

Just another everyday slam had 
come home! 


MI-24s to obliterate entire vil- 
lages. 

Washington, which accuses 
Managua of a rming left-wing gue- 
rrillas in Central America with 
Soviet Bloc weapons, has fin- 
anced, trained and armed the 
FDN and other guerrilla forces 
fighting to overthrow Nicaragua's 
Sandinist government. 

However, the U.S- Congress 
suspended funds io ilie rebels, 
■ known as Contras, last year after 
their activities caused Int- 
ernationa] controversy. Since then 
they have relied on private groups 
and other sympathetic countries 
for support. 

Hostages held 
by Filipino 
rebels reportedly 
in good health 

MANILA Philippines (AP) — 
Acting Armed Forces Chief Lt- 
Gen. Fidel Ramos denied Friday 
that the military has mounted ope- 
rations to rescue by force three 
foreign hostages who have been 
held for months by Muslim sep- 
aratist rebels in the southern Phi- 
lippines. 

Gen. Ramos told a news con- 
ference that as far as he knew. 
American John Robinow, West 
German Helmuth Herbst and 
Japanese Shigehiro Ishikawa were 
"still alive and in fairly good hea- 
lth" and local officials were con- 
tinuing negotiations for their rel- 
ease. 

Robinow, who is from New 
York City, and his friend Herbst, 
of Munich, were kidnapped by 
guerrillas of the More National 
Liberation Front on Jolo Island 
last Nov. 19. Two months later the 
guerrillas abducted Ishikawa, a 
native of Japan's Hyuga City. 

Authorities said Ishikawa. a 
freelance photographer, had gone 
to Jolo, 944 kilometres south of 
Manila, to attempt to photograph 
Robinow and Herbst in captivity. 

“There have been reports very 
recently about so-called massive 
military efforts to recover these 
kidnap victims by force,” Gen. 
Ramos said. “This has been mis- 
understood, I think ... our main 
efforts is still negotiations through 
peaceful means.” 

Military forces on Jolo have 
been conducting “ low-level patrol - 
types of operations'’ during the 
past two weeks to prevent other 
rebels from moving into the area 
where the three hostages are being 
held and negotiations are going 
on, Gen Ramos said. 

He added that the arrival in the 
area of other rebels “could upset 
the arrangements and create fur- 
ther problems.” 

Foreign Ministry officials and 
Islamic diplomats were also hel- 
ping the negotiations, and the mil- 
itary was in constant touch with 
them, Gen. Ramos said. 

Tbe kidnappers initially dem- 
anded a ransom of $25,000 for 
Robinow and Herbst but dropped 
the demand after the U.S. and 
West German embassies rejected 
it. 


defect and vote with the opp- 
osition Socialists to underline 
their objections to the missile dep - 1 
loyment and also to budget aus- 
terity. 

But even if this led to the col- 
lapse of the government, which 
has a six-seat majority, dep- 
loyment would go ahead and a 
new government would find it 
hard to get rid of the missiles, pol- 1 
itical sources said. 

Tbe missile decision will be pre- 
. seated to parliament as part of a 
package of measures which inc- 
ludes government savings worth 
$500 milli on to keep the budget 
on target, income tax cuts and 
anti-poverty plans. 

Castro 
denies 
rift with 
Moscow 

NEW YORK ( AP) — Cuban Pre- 
sident Fidel Castro denied in an 
mterview that his failure to attend 
the funeral of Soviet parfy chief 
Konstantin U. Chernenko was a' 
sign of strain in relations with the 
Soviet Union, the CBS Television 
Network reported Friday. 

Mr. Castro made the remarks 
during a six-hour interview in 
Havana with Dan Rather that was 
concluded Friday morning, the 
Television Network said . 

The Cuban leader "says be is 
not miffed with the Soviets and 
not in a pique of any kind, that his 
decision about not -going to Mos- 
cow wasn’t a signal." Rather said. 
Mr. Castro said Cuba's rel- 
ationship with the Soviet Union 
was never better. CBS said. 

Official announcements in the 
Cuban Communist Party new- 
spaper G ranin a and on Radio 
Havana International «»*rli<»-r this 
week offered no explanation why 
. Mr. Castro instead sent his bro- 
ther Raul, the vice president and 
defence minister, to represent 
Cuba in paying last respects to Mr. 
Chernenko at Wednesday’s fun- 
eral 

Fidel Castro went to Moscow 
for the burials of tbe previous two 
Soviet presidents — Leonid Bre- 
zhnev in 1982 and Yuri Andropov 
last year. 

After Mr. Chernenko’s death 
was announced Monday, Pre- 
sident Castro issued a statement 
praising the Soviet leader as a 
great defender of Socialism and 
worker for world peace. 

Some observers had suggested 
that Fidel Castro's failure to go to 
the funeral might be a signal to 
Moscow. A foreign diplomat in 
Havana, insisting on anonymity, 
noted that Mr. Castro also stayed 
away from last year’s economic 
summit of Communist-Bloc nat- 
ions in Moscow and said Mr. Cas- 
tro appeared to be trying to assert 
his independence from the Soviet 
Union. 

Bangladesh 
closes 3 
more colleges 

DHAKA Bangladesh (AP) — 
Three more government- 
controlled colleges in Bangladesh 
were closed indefinitely beginning 
Thursday, tbe English-language 
daily, the New Nation reported. 

The paper, quoting authorities 
of the colleges, said students were 
asked to vacate residential hostels 
immediately. 

Earlier reports said all colleges 
in the south eastern port city of 
Chittagong were closed, as well as 
the country’s six universities and 
six medical collges, because . of 
troubles on campus. 






SCIENTIFIC TOCJR: Mr,. Sosuue Mnb- tom the science miBBnn itf London Friday 
arak (tight), wife of President Hw » i i Mubarak as during a three-day vail to London (AP wiicpDoto) 


Thailand will hit hard at Vietnamese 
but will not cross border, general says 


SURIN, Thailand (Agencies) — 
A top Thai army commander war- 
ned Friday that Thai forces will 
take "fiercer measures”, against 
any Vietnamese intruding into 
Thailand from Kampuchea, but 
added that Thai forces will not 
cross the border to fight. 

Lt-Gen. Pisit Hemabutr, com- 
mander of the Second Army reg- 
ion, had told a news conference in 
Surin Thursday that it was not 
enough for Thai forces to drive the 
Vietnamese back Into Kam- 
puchea. In the future, Thai forces 
would have to “expand the area of 
fighting,” he said. 

The Associated Press asked 
CoL Pichai SirrpibooL, deputy 
chief of civilian affairs at Sunn’s 
Surannaree Field Force, to con- 
tact Gen. Fisit at the Second Army 
region headquarters in Korat and 
ask him to clarify his remarks. 
Gen. Pisit returned to Korat after 
Thursday’s tour of the Surin area, 
where Thai forces have recently 
duelled with Vietnamese int- 
ruders. 

CoL Pichai quoted Gen. Pisit as 
saying: “If Vietnam, who we con- 
sider a friendly nation, does not 
show any intention of being our 
friend and instead wants to con- 
tinue its aggressive acts like an 
enemy, we will be compelled to 
use fiercer measures to teach Vie- 
tnam a lesson... 

“However, any military actions 


(by T hailand) wiD be' confined to 
Thai territory. We never intend to 
go over the border line.” 

In a protest note delivered Thu- 
rsday to United Nations Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
tbe Thai Foreign Ministry charged 
that Vietnamese troops backed by 
“heavy and continuous” cross-* 
border artillery shelling made a 
series of incursions into Surin pro-* 
vince from March 5 to March 11. 

Thai military officers said 
Hano? s forces intruded to encircle’ 
Tatum, tbe base of Kampuchean 
resistance leader Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. Tatum fell to Hanoi's 
assault on Monday. 

The fighting in the area of the. 
incurs on has subsidised since 
Tuesday, but Gen. Pisit told tbe 
Thursday news conference that 
“no more than 200 Vietnamese” 
remained five to seven kilometres 
inside Thailand. 

He said clashes with the Vie- 
tnamese in Surin have left 14 Thai 
soldiers dead and 105 wounded. 
The bodies of 135 Vietnamese 
troops have been found in the area 
of three strategic hills. Hanoi's 
force tried to seize, he said. 

Tbe protest note charged that 
Vietnamese cross-border shelling 
from March 5 to March 10 killed 
two Thai villagers and displaced 
more than 7,500 inhabitants of 
Sangkha. Bua Ched and Kab 
Cbero districts. 


Soviets deploy 414 SS-20s, U.S. says 


WASHINGTON (R) —The Sov- 
iet Union has deployed another 1 8 
SS-20 missiles, raising the total to 
414, Pentagon officials have said. 

Richard Burt, assistant sec- 
retary of state for European aff- 
airs, disclosed the new number to 
a meeting of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
special consultative group in Bru- 
ssels earlier this week, they said v 


Officials in Washington said the 
higher total was reached when two 
Soviet bases were activated with 
nine missile launchers each. The 
sites of the new units were not dis- 
closed. 

Mr. Burt reported to the group 
as U.S.- and' Soviet negotiators 
were opening talks in Geneva to 
try to find ways to reduce the 
numberof medium-range missiles 


based in Europe. 

The United States is deploying 
Pershing 2 and cruise missiles in 
five Western European nations to 
counter the new Soviet missiles. 

Mr. Burt has said in the past that 
the Soviet Union planned to dep- 
loy as many as 500 triple-warhead 
SS-20s. U.S. plans are to deploy 
572 single-warhead Pershing and 
cruise missiles. 


Brazil’s president-elect undergoes surgery 


BRASILIA Brazil (AP) — 
President-Elect Tancredo Neves, 
underwent emergency surgery 
early Friday, hours before his ina- 
uguration as the country’s first civ- 
ilian president in 21 years, and the 
government decided to swear in 
only the vice president. 

Outside the hospital where Mr. 
Neves was reported to be in sat- 
isfactory condition after int- 
estinal. surgery, press spokesman 
Antonio Britto said vice 
president-elect Jose Sarney, a 
54-year-old lawyer, politician and 
author, would become “interim 
president” of Brazil. 

Tbe constitution allows Mr. 
Neves, a 75-year-old centrist 
opposition political leader, 10 
days to claim his post as chief exe- 
cutive. 

“President-Elect Neves is in 
favourable condition and might 
leave the hospital today, Friday, 
“Mr. Britto said. 

Elaborate inauguration fes- 
tivities, including a “victory car- 
avan” through die capital and a 


samba-backed “joy and dem- 
ocracy party,” were canceled. 

Mr. Britto said Mr. Sarney 
would take the oath of office as 
vice president in Congress and 
then go to the Planal to Pre- 
sidential Palace, two blocks away, 
to swear in cabinet ministers alr- 
eady named by Mr. Neves. 

Later in tbe day, foreign del- 
egations from more than 100 cou- 
ntries — including several Latin 
American presidents and U.S. 
Vice President George Bush — 
were to pay compliments to the 
new vice president. 

The outgoing military pre- 
sident, Gen. Joao Figueiredo, 
would not present the traditional 
green- and -ye llow sash of office to 
Mr. Sarney, Mr. Britto said. It was 
expected that Mr. Neves would 
don the sash upon his recovery. 

, Doctors said Mr. Neves, who 
was rushed to Brasilia’s military 
base hospital Thursday night, was 
operated on for an "acute abd- 
ominal condition” diagnosed as 
diverticulitis, an ailment of the 


small intestines 

Mr. Sarney was instrumental in 
getting Mr. Neves elected as pre- 
sident, following a string of five 
generals who governed Latin 
America's biggest country fol- 
lowing a 1964 right-wing military 
coup. 

Until last year, Mr. Sarney was 
the head of the military regime’s 
official Social Democratic Party. 
That party was supposed to con- 
trol an electoral college that would 
give rubber stamp approval to the 
man chosen by the administration 
to succeed Gen. Figueiredo. 

But popular opposition to the. 
generals and the system they imp- 
lanted grew rapidly. Mr. Sarney 
and other government-party 
members crossed over to Mr. 
Neves, a leader of the opposition 
Brazilian Democratic Movement 
Party. 

Five of Mr. Neves’ cabinet min- 
isters — including outgoing Vice 
President Aureliano Chaves — 
are former affiliates of the 
military-backed party. 


Marcos dismisses fears of Co mmunis t victory 


MANILA (R) — President Fer- 
dinand Marcos has rejected a sug- 
gestion by a U.S. defence official 
that Communist rebels could take 
over the Philippines within the 
next five years. 

Mr. Marcos said in a statement 
his government had taken social, 
political and economic initiatives 
to combat the growing insurgency. 
He also said tbe army was emp- 
loying more successful tactics aga- 
inst the rebels. 

Assistant Defence Secretary 
Richard Armitage has told a con- 
gressional committee that without 
substantial U.S. assistance, the 
Philippine military might be una- 
ble to defeat the Communist New 
Peoples’ Army (NPA). 

Mr. Armitage also said the army 
alone could not defeat the rebels 
and basic political and economic 
reforms were necessary to erode 
the injustices which fed the ins- 
urgency. 


In a statement released by the 
presidential palace, Mr. Marcos 
said developments In the field ind- 
icated the military was beginning 
to reverse the trend, successfully 
raiding guerrilla camps and inf- 
licting more casualties. 

He also refer ed to a one-billion 
peso ($50 million) aid programme 
to deliver basic services to remote 
regions where the insurgency thr- 
ives. 

Mr. Marcos said tbe military 
had defeated tbe Co mmunist s in 
the 1950s and had faced left-wing 
rebels and Muslim separatists in 
the early 1970s. 

“With the recent developments 
in the countryside it is our int- 
ention that with the funds that are 
made available by the American 
government under the military 
bases agreement or under any arr- 
angement that can be worked out, 
it would not be difficult to repeat 
the victories of the Philippine mil- 


itary achieved against all kinds of 
insurgency” Mr. Marcos said. 

The Reagan administration is 
asking Congress to approve just 
over $100 million next year in mil- 
itary aid to the Philippines, where 
the United States maintains two 
major bases. 

Mr. Armitage said the NPA 1 
strength could be as high as 
15,000, with the rebels supported 
by up to one million people in the - 
countryside. 

Mr. Armitage was one of a 
number of senior U.S. officials 
who visited Manila recently for 
talks with Mr. Marcos and other 
members of the Philippine gov- 
ernment on the security situation 
and U.S. aid. . 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Paul Wolfowitz. who was here in 
January, tofd the congressional 
committee the ■ Reagan adm- 
inistration was “using all tbe inf- 
luence we have to encourage ref- 


orm”. 

He said the conduct of the trial 
of Armed Forces Chief .Geo. Fab- 
ian Ver, accused with 25 other of 
complicity in the 1983 murder of 
opposition leader Benigno Aqu- 
ino, was crucial to Washington's 
relations with Manila. ’ 

Acting Armed Forces Chief, 
Lt-Gen. Fide! Ramos, said mea- 
nwhile the Moro National Lib- 
eration Front (MNLF), which is 
fighting for a separate M uslim 
state in the southern Philippines, 
was now incapable of mounting 
large-scale attacks. 

Gen. Ramos, quoted by the off- 
icial Philippine News Agency. 
Thursday, said the MNLF was at 
hs peak in 1975-76 but in the past 
few years thousands of supporters 
had laid down their guns. Only 
sporadic skirmishes between ' 
MNLF and government farces 
took place, he added. 



Koreancomt orders' 
death for killer . 


It charged that 100 Vie- 
tnamese troops on March 4 cro- 
ssed into Sisakefs Kantharalak 
district about 10 kilometres from 
the border and captured 62 Thais 
working in the field. Vietnamese 
soldiers killed 11 villagers who 
tried to escape, along with five 
Thai soldiers who tried to rescue 
the villagers, the note charged. 

Meanwhile, to the south of 
Surin, Thai military sources said 
Friday that Vietnam recently has 
moved reinforcements in place for 
another round of attacks on gue- 
rrillas of another major Kam- 
puchean resistance group. 

Tbe Bangkok Post newspaper 
re ported Thursday' that the Thai 
government will keep Supreme 
Commander Gen. Art hit 
Kamlang-Ek on active duty for 
one year beyond his scheduled 
' mandato ry retirement in Sep- 
tember. 

The English-language daily 
quoted authoritative sources as 
saying Prime Minister and Def- 
ence Minister Prem Tinsulaaonda' 
•had signed an order extending 
Gen. Arthif s term as supreme 
commander and commander- 
; in-chief of the army. 

There was no immediate official 
confirmation of tbe report. 

Gen. Arthit, who turns 60 in 
August, has been widely tipped as 
a possible successor to Mr. Prem. 


SEOUL (R) — A Seoul *ppMfc 
court has imposed the deathten- 
tence on a man originally sen- 
tenced to. life im pri sonm ent far 
hacking a relative to death with i 

spade and dumping tbe body fin ar. 
mountain ditch. Do-Yoag, 
32, admitted accidentally kilting 
his wife’s brother fast May during 
a violent quarrel over the rep- 
ayment of a loan, but pleaded not - 
guilty to the charge of pre- 
meditated murder. The court' 
noted it was rare for a Soutir Kor- 
ean higher court to increase a cri- 
minal sentence, but said Yun must 
hang because he did not repent far 
"the matchlessly heinous crime ” 
Yun’s lawyers said they would 
appeal to the supreme court aga- 
inst the verdict 

Indians shocked 
by attempted suttee 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indians were 
shocked by newspaper reports of 
an attempted "suttee”, the anc- 
ient but outlawed practice of 9t 
widow joining her husband on ns 
funeral pyre, which was prevented 
only by the quick thinking of a 
young policeman. The Hindustan 
Times newspaper, in a front-page 
report, said about 50,000 people 
gathered at a village cremation 
ground in the western desert stale 
of Rajasthan and eagerly waited 
for flames to consume a 45- 
year-old widow. The police officer 
saved her by suggesting that if the 
widow was indeed a suttee, or vir- 
tuous wife, the pyre would bgftt 
itself. For more than two hours 
Jaswant Kan war, in her wedding 
finery, cradled her husband’s body 
in her lap and waited is vain for 
the first flame to appear. The 
delay gave police time to rush rei- 
nforcements to tbe area. They 
fired in the air and used teargasto 
save the woman and disperse tbe 
crowd which stoned them as they 
fought their way to the pyre, tne- 
Hiudustan times reported. 

Thyssen asks ex-wffe 
to return ring 

LONDON (R) — Baron Henri 
Von Thyssen. one of the world's 
richest men, wants his ex-wife to 
return $77 million worth of jew- 
ellery including hfer engagement 
ring, a court was told. Lawyers for 
his fourth wife. Baroness Denise 
Thyssen, told London’s appeal 
court that the 63-year-old Swiss 
nobleman regarded tbe $500,000 
ring as “investment jewellery”. 
.The 44-year-old Brazilian-born 
baroness, who divorced Thyssen 
last year, is suing for provision for 
herself and their son, Alexander, 

1 0, with whom she lives in Zurich. 
The couple's financial dispute is to 
be fought out in the high court 
later this year but the baroness 
sought an order forcing her ex- 
husband to disclose details of his 
wealth. Thomas Scott Baker, cou- 
nsel for the baroness, said tbe 
baron, who put his income at $10 
'million a year, wanted the ring and 
other jewellery which he valued at 
$77 million, plus their $4 JS million 
New York apartment. 

11 prisoners shot 
dead in jailbreak 

SAO PAULO (R) - — Eleven pri- 
soners were shot dead while trying 
to escape from a prison in Bra- 
zilian town of Sorocaba, 120 Kil- 
ometres west of Sao Paulo, police 
said. Guards opened fire as 1 5 pri- 
soners who had tunnelled under 
an outer fence just before dawn 
were fleeing towards surrounding 
woodland. Four succeeded in esc- 
aping but the others were killed, a 
police spokesman said. He said 
the guards had had no option but 
to open fire. Sao Paulo State Sec- 
urity Secretary Michel Temer told 
local television that the prisoners 
were armed with knives and had 
turned on the wardens. 

Chinese auditors 
find 4 irregularities’ 

PEKING (R) — Chinese auditing 
offices uncovered “irregularities” 
totalling 3.34 billion yuan ($1.3 
billion) in 1984, the Workers’ 
Daily has said. About 1.6 bfflion 
yuan ($570 million) was related to 
excessive operations costs, unr- 
eported profits, fake losses, far 
evasions and issuing of goods to 
employees, the New China News 
Agency (NCNA) quoted the new- 
spaper as saying. The rest was ove- 
rspending of funds, rising ope- 
rational costs and accounting err- 
ors, it said. Of the total 590 mil-* 
lion yuan ($207 million) will be- 
handed over- to state finance off- 
ices, it said. The report coincided 
with the publication of speeches 
by senior Communist Party; off- 
icials denouncing corruption 
among leading officials; . . .. - • ; 







